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This year, as you all know very very well at this point, is Canada’s 150th 
anniversary. With this has come a lot 
of pride, a lot of advertisements, and 
a lot of controversy. Although Canada 
is known globally as a progressive and 
peaceful nation, much of these 150 years 
have been filled with many levels of 
abuse of the Indigenous population and 
non-white immigrants. Mercedes wrote a 
compelling article on Canada’s 150 from an 
Indigenous perspective in Opinions, and 
everyone should take the time to read it. 
The treatment of the Indigenous people is 
something that is inexcusable, and it’s this 
treatment that our country is built on. It’s 
hard to be positive with that knowledge. 
It wasn’t only the Indigenous people 
who were harmed—even though Canada 
was a nation stolen and created by 
colonizers and filled with immigrants, 
the white people in power in Canada 
went out of their way to ostracize and 
push out Asiatic immigrants, who came 
here to start a new life in a country that 
they hoped would welcome them and 
received little but discrimination and 
violence. And after working so hard to 
create a home for themselves in this hostile 
country, Japanese Canadians were forcibly 
interned and had their livelihoods stolen 
from them during World War II. Canada 
has a terrible history. It’s important to 
remember all of this in our celebrations.
However, in many aspects I am 
proud of the country we are now. As a 
woman, I am immensely grateful to live 
in a country that respects my rights. As 
someone who is low income and needs to 
take medication, I am grateful that I have 
access to it through Fair Pharmacare. I am 
grateful that two of my best friends, who 
are gay, can get married without question. 
I am proud that my country is making 
steps towards being safer for LGBTQ+ 
people , including the passing of Bill C-16, 
which changes the Human Rights Act 
to prohibit discrimination and violence 
based on gender identity. It’s sad that your 
country having a basic respect for human 
rights is something to be proud of, but 
with the state of global politics, it is. 
I’ve seen a lot of positivity around 
me, too, and it’s hard for it to not be 
a bit infectious. On Canada Day, my 
old supervisor and friend made a post 
on Facebook about how he had come 
to Canada to find love and peace a few 
years ago, leaving his hard life in Iran 
behind. His dog just finally joined him in 
Canada, and my Facebook feed has been 
covered in happy pictures of them playing 
together. Another close friend just gained 
his permanent residency in Canada, 
and celebrated his first Canada Day as 
an almost-citizen. My song in the Other 
Playlist this week is by Ivan Hrvatska, a 
local singer and painter, who emigrated 
from Croatia and passionately loves 
Canada. Even though we have a horrible 
past of dealing with immigrants, I’m happy 
to see that that is starting to change.
This Canada Day, I watched the 
fireworks with friends by the Convention 
Centre. The streets were crammed full 
of people in red and white, and one 
man even brought an obnoxiously large 
Canadian flag. We all had a great time 
celebrating our country. However, even 
though that kind of blind patriotism 
can be fun in the moment, we need to 
continue to bring light to how we got to 
this point as a country, and why exactly 
this was a controversial anniversary. 
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The debate about whether police should march in subsequent 
pride marches came to a head on 
June 25, when the Black Lives Matter 
Vancouver movement organized their 
own alternative pride parade through 
the streets of downtown Vancouver. 
The event was organized to protest 
against police presence in past marches 
and also against the corporatization of 
the pride parade and movement. Many 
minority groups felt unsafe because of 
the violence and prejudice trans and 
people of colour face at the hands of the 
police. The march was intended to end 
the accompaniment of uniformed police 
in marches so marginalized communities 
can feel safer celebrating their identities.
“As a Black, queer person in 
Vancouver, I have never felt that there 
was an event that felt good or safe for 
me to go to,” said Daniella Barreto, a 
Black Lives Matter organizer, to CBC.
The Black Lives Matter movement 
has been fighting for the end of police 
presence in pride celebrations on 
the basis that many marginalized 
communities have had bad experiences 
with them. The alternative event was 
organized to give them a space to 
address and bring light to this issue.
“We want to centre the people 
who are very traditionally marginalized 
within our communities, so black trans 
people, Indigenous trans and two-spirit 
folks, other people of colour, trans 
women and so on. And we feel like other 
mainstream pride organizations don’t 
necessarily honour those things, because 
not only are they corporate sponsored, 
they also include police,” stated Cicely-
Belle Blain, Black Lives Matter co-
organizer, in a video by Daily Xtra.
The march ended on Davie Street, 
where they staged a “die-in” at the 
rainbow crosswalk as a reminder of the 
violence that affects the communities 
of trans folk and people of colour. 
“We want to bring back to 
people’s attention that queer and 
trans people of colour and especially 
black and indigenous people are the 
victims of a lot of violence and that 
happens right here in our city and 
in our communities,” said Blain. 
Organizers also pointed out that 
Pride was originally fighting against 
the brutality of police. Originated 
from the Stonewall riots in New York 
City, Pride began as a protest against 
police raids of gay clubs and bars. 
Transgender women of colour led the 
demonstration, most famously Marsha 
P. Johnson, a black trans woman.
The Vancouver Pride Society 
and police have agreed to let officers 
participate in the parade as part of 
the City of Vancouver, rather than on 
their own float as they have in the past. 
Police vehicles and sirens will also not 
be allowed; however, 20 per cent of 
police will still be allowed to wear their 
uniforms. Black Lives Matter supporters 
and activists say this compromise 
does not fully meet their needs.
“As queer and trans people of 
colour, we don’t feel safe in a parade 
that celebrates a violent institution that 
consistently contributes to violence 
against black, Indigenous, and people 
of colour,” Barreto said to CBC.
Controversy over this issue has 
resulted in a number of racist comments 
and violent threats directed at the group’s 
organizers via their Facebook page.
“We have lots of security 
today because we don’t know what 
people’s reactions will be and we 
feel a little bit unsafe,” Blain said 
to CBC. “If they see us in the street 
they will say it to our face as well.”
Black Lives Matter 
lead their own pride
“We want to bring back to people’s attention that 
queer and trans people of colour…” 
- Cicely-Belle Blain 
(Black Lives Matter co-organizer)
Jessica Berget
Staff Writer
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öö Controversy sparks racist remarks
news // no. 4 theotherpress.ca
In the thick of traffic, the SkyTrain is perhaps the most effective way to get to 
and from class without a hitch. 
With the Evergreen Extension hot 
off the TransLink drawing board, transit 
goers are looking for the next expansion 
into an ever-growing rapid transit system. 
The seven-month old Evergreen Extension 
has shaved countless hours off of Douglas 
College students’ commutes, and the next 
expansion looks to do the same for those 
attending UBC.
Recently, TransLink and the City of 
Vancouver invited the public to several 
open houses along the Broadway corridor 
to discuss the long-awaited Millennium 
Line Broadway Extension project. The 
project aims to provide students an 
efficient commute to their institutions and 
serve as a direct underground connection 
between the Millennium and Canada Line 
by cutting through the most congested 
parts of Broadway. 
 Several poster boards were on display 
at the open house, breaking down the 
logistics for the design of the project, and 
hoping to gain public feedback. Along 
the six kilometres to be tunneled under 
Broadway, six underground stations will 
be placed along major intersections. The 
extension aims to take only 10 minutes 
from Commercial-Broadway Station to 
Arbutus (the terminus station), cutting 
half the time off of the current B-Line. 
TransLink promises the public that 
the underground SkyTrain will be the 
ideal form of transportation, with the 
operating costs lower than an above-
ground SkyTrain, such as the majority of 
the Evergreen Extension.
Back in fall 2016, the Mayors 
Council approved Phase One of the 10 
Year Vision for Metro Vancouver Transit 
and Transportation. The engagement 
process is currently taking place, during 
which TransLink identifies potential 
construction impacts, and opens up to 
opinions on design for potential stations.
Feedback will be given on whether 
there should be such things as public bike 
shares, public art, or street furniture in the 
surrounding area. 
Once fully funded, the construction 
will take five to six years to complete. 
The City of Vancouver hopes to minimize 
impact along the Broadway corridor, but 
the project guarantees that there will be 
a busy construction environment around 
Great Northern Way and Arbutus, the 
terminus stations.
The Great Northern Way area is the 
hub of the Millennium Line Broadway 
Extension. This area, beside VCC-Clark 
SkyTrain Station, will have an 800-metre 
elevated walkway and an entrance leading 
underground into the Great Northern 
Way Station.
Arbutus Station will lie on the 
opposite end of the Broadway Extension 
as a transfer between the Millennium 
Line and the 99 B-Line bus service to 
UBC. According to the display boards in 
the open house, “a similar number of 99 
B-Line buses are expected to serve the 
Arbutus area (20 per hour) with increased 
service compared to Commercial-
Broadway Station.”
Businesses along the Broadway 
corridor have yet to discover how 
construction will affect their livelihoods, a 
situation similar to what took place during 
the Canada Line expansion. Notably, 
pedestrians and cyclist using the Arbutus 
Greenway are expected to be affected by 
detours.
Laying down tracks
öö Broadway Extension begins engagement phase with locals
Aaron Guillen
Staff Reporter
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Sapperton Park in New Westminster finished a fresh upgrade just 
in time for Canada 150. 
Navdeep Bains, Minister of 
Innovation, Science, and Economic 
Development, was present on June 26, 
the re-opening day for the spray park 
at Sapperton. The upgrades of the park 
cost $222,500, one of many infrastructure 
projects across Canada that the federal 
government undertook for the milestone 
anniversary of its confederation. 
“Sapperton Park is symbolic of so 
many parks across our great country,” 
said Bains in a press release. “They 
provide a place for communities to 
come together and enjoy the outdoors. 
Whether it’s exploring the new play 
structures or cooling off in the spray 
park, I’m proud that the Canada 
150 Infrastructure Program was 
able to support the improvements 
that we’re celebrating today.”
The upgrades to the 4.98 acre 
park include a new playground, 
which opened on May 19, and spray 
park equipment, replacing the aging 
equipment previously in the park.
“This playground was designed 
after extensive consultation with 
children and families. Talking with 
children about their new playground 
empowered them to apply their creativity 
and vision,” New Westminster mayor 
Jonathan Cote said in a press release. 
“Thanks to the Canada 150 Community 
Infrastructure Program, we helped 
turn those great ideas into something 
tangible, and you can see in them a sense 
of pride and ownership, as well as the 
knowledge that their input was valued.”
Bridges and seating were added 
to the park, along with a nature trail.
Sapperton Park opened in 1907, 
and was the first public park to open in 
New Westminster. It was cultivated by 
Chinese gardeners and originally started 
as a lacrosse field shortly prior to its 
opening. After rumours of development, 
the land was purchased by the city and 
has continued to be a beloved park 
in the community ever since. It’s a 
popular hub for local sports teams, and 
distinguishable by the dragon fashioned 
out of large tires on the playground.
New Westminster receives present for 
Canada’s birthday
öö Sapperton Park re-opens with style
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Mercedes Deutscher
News Editor
issue 29 // volume 43 news // no. 5
College is the perfect place to find yourself, especially when it comes to 
being comfortable with your sexuality. 
Christen McDonald, Pride Representative, 
hopes that students will open their hearts 
and minds to people from all walks of 
life, including those in the LGBTQ+ 
community. 
McDonald, an international student, 
realized she was bisexual during her 
adolescent years while moving across the 
globe. 
“I was born in Jamaica, grew up in 
Scotland, then moved back to Jamaica 
before heading here to Canada,” she 
shared with the Other Press.
“When I went back to Jamaica, I 
found it to be more homophobic. As I 
realized that I was bisexual, there was no 
space to talk about it or find people that 
identified like myself. Canada offered a 
much more open space to talk. I started 
attending Douglas and found the Pride 
Collective. At the meetings, I began 
opening up and soon became comfortable 
with what I identified as after questioning 
for a while.”
McDonald credited the Pride 
Collective for helping her accept who she 
truly was. Years ago, former leaders began 
the collective because they saw that the 
DSU needed a safe space on campus for 
those who wanted to talk about queer 
topics. Today, trans individuals and the 
rights they ask for—such as bathroom 
and name changes—are at the forefront 
of societal discussion. According to 
McDonald, the Pride Collective at Douglas 
aims to provide them with the resources 
they need. However, while they are 
working to cater to those in the LGBTQ+ 
community, the Collective is in dire need 
of a facelift.
“The Pride Room is really outdated, 
with posters and resources from the mid-
’90s. A majority of items in the room 
aren’t used often and makes the room a 
boring place to be,” said McDonald. 
“When I first started going to the 
room, I was nervous about going to the 
front desk to get the code to open the 
door. Making the space into a resource 
room, a lounge space, and meeting area is 
my goal. We will start to make the room 
more accessible with an open door. Right 
now, it’s not within the budget to install 
an automatic door with a push button, so 
we are keeping it open during DSU hours 
starting in Fall 2017. We are planning to 
move the furniture to one side of the room 
so that [people who] aren’t able-bodied, 
with wheelchairs or crutches, can access 
the room with ease.”
Though limitations might be physical 
for some, others’ mindsets can be their 
own limitation. When dealing with close-
minded people, McDonald begins by 
asking what they believe. 
“A lot of people are scared of 
what they don’t know. Many of these 
misconceptions come from fear,” she said. 
“Once I meet an individual who doesn’t 
see eye to eye with me, I try my best to 
understand their upbringing and at the 
end of the day, accept the fact that I might 
not be able to change their minds. In 
society, everyone is seen a certain way, 
but are these preconceived notions real? 
No. One of the goals is to humanize those 
in the LGBTQ+ community. Though we 
identify differently, we are all human.”
McDonald encourages those who are 
thinking of joining the collective to attend 
one of their larger events in the future. 
Whether students identify as LGBTQ+ 
or not, she says that events hosted by the 
Pride Collective are for everyone. 
Looking towards the future, 
McDonald hopes to push for more 
events such as Diversify Friday, which 
taught students about intersectionality, 
feminism, and gender in an engaging 
workshop.
SPOTLIGHT: Open minds and open doors
öö DSU Pride Collective promises easier accessibility to room and resources
Aaron Guillen
Staff Reporter
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After BC Legislature being held in limbo for seven weeks, it seems that 
government will finally be proceeding. 
But it’s not a government originally 
decided by the May 9 election.
In late May, the BC NDP and BC 
Green party formed an alliance, which 
would outnumber the seats held by the 
BC Liberal minority government. Despite 
this, and demands from the public for 
her resignation, Premier Christy Clark 
would not step down as leader of the 
party or concede to the BC NDP.
“They know the math doesn’t 
work. They know this house 
can’t function without a working 
majority,” Clark said to CBC.
Yet Clark’s words would turn 
around and spell uncertainty for her 
government, as both opposing parties 
and the public began to accuse her 
of choosing to hold government 
hostage rather than concede power.
“They are acting like belligerent 
children as they’re going into that 
time out,” Green Party leader Andrew 
Weaver said to MacLeans.
Upon returning to BC Legislature, 
the Liberals attempted to pass a ban 
on corporate donations. Despite 
it being a platform that both the 
NDP and Green party campaigned 
for, they defeated it 44–42. 
Only days later, NDP leader John 
Horgan put forth a motion of non-
confidence that, if passed, would result 
in the existing governing party falling. 
The vote took place on June 29, and 
it passed 44–42. All of the NDP and 
Green Party voted in favour, while the 
Liberals voted against the motion. It 
was the first passing non-confidence 
vote in the history of BC Legislature.
With the passing of the motion, Clark 
was required to meet with BC’s lieutenant-
governor Judith Guichon and inform her 
of the results of the non-confidence vote. 
Guichon would have two options—either 
to dissolve government and force BC to 
have another election, or to call on the 
opposition party to form government.
Guichon didn’t take long to make 
her decision, and called on the NDP to 
form government. Guichon’s decision 
marked the end of the Liberal’s 16 
year governance of BC Legislature. 
John Horgan has not yet 
been sworn in as Premier, but 
is now Premier-designate. 
The NDP have not governed since 
2001, the year only 2 members of their 
party were elected after 10 years of 
NDP government from 1991–2001.
Yet the upcoming NDP government 
will not be able to pass legislature without 
the support of the Green party, who 
agreed to align with the NDP under the 
condition that they were given official 
party status (with three members, the 
Green party doesn’t meet the current 
quota of five members required to 
form an official party), that corporate 
donations in elections be prohibited, and 
that electoral reform is passed through 
legislature. As it stands, the NDP retains 
41 seats in the legislature, and cannot 
overcome the 43 seats held by the Liberals 
without the Green’s three extra votes.
There is no set date on when the 
new Legislature will re-convene, but it 
will likely be in the next two to three 
weeks. Before that, a new cabinet will 
be sworn in, and Premier-designate 
Horgan plans to start the NDP’s 
governance as soon as possible.
Some of Horgan’s first actions as 
Premier will be to start a commission that 
will lead to a $15 minimum wage, speak on 
behalf of the softwood lumber industry, 
re-evaluate the province’s approach 
to the fentanyl crisis and the housing 
crisis, and start a new review on Site-C.
“We can do that shortly after a cabinet 
is sworn in, and get going on making sure 
we have people in place to populate those 
commitments particularly on electoral 
reform. In terms of legislation, we’re going 
to table legislation to ban big money, and 
it appears we’ll have unanimous support,” 
Horgan said to the Vancouver Sun.
A house of orange and green
öö Lieutenant-governor appoints Horgan as new premier
For more information, search for their 
Facebook page, Douglas Pride Collective, 
or stop by Christen’s office or the Pride 
Collective in the DSU. 
Mercedes Deutscher
News Editor
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 O Breakups and hangovers in ‘Melodrama’
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And more!
The concept and purpose of the music video perhaps seem intuitive 
based on the term itself, but decades 
of development have gone into the fine 
balance between music and video.
Once little more than a promotional 
tool for a song, the music video has 
evolved as an interplay between the 
audial and visual, becoming a holistic 
form of creative expression for artists, 
directors, and everyone involved. 
Long before MTV, music first 
became accompanied by the precursors 
of video in the type of entertainment 
called the illustrated song. Begun in 
1894 and popular in the very early 20th 
century, illustrated songs consisted of live 
musicians performing alongside slideshow 
projections in vaudeville and nickelodeon 
theatres. Over the course of 12–16 slides, 
the images basically narrated the story 
of the song, and the entire audience 
was encouraged to sing along with the 
chorus, making illustrated songs a kind of 
interactive, theatre-based entertainment.
The first instances of actual videos 
matched to music arose with the 
introduction of “talkies” (films with 
sound) in the ’20s. In early cinemas, 
many full-length feature films were 
preceded by musical short films, and 
thousands of these shorts were produced 
on the Vitaphone film system. An even 
more direct ancestor to the modern 
music video was created in the ’40s: The 
“soundie,” a three-minute-long musical 
film, made of a song accompanied by 
video footage of dancing or other musical 
performances. Projection machines that 
played soundies were found in clubs, 
bars, restaurants, and more, bringing 
this early form of music video outside 
the theatre and into more public spaces.
According to many music historians, 
the first person to coin the term “music 
video” was singer-songwriter Jiles Perry 
Richardson, also known as The Big 
Bopper, who first used the word in 1959, 
although Tony Bennett claims that he 
in fact created the first of the form with 
his 1956 video of his song “Stranger in 
Paradise.” However, the Beatles were the 
group to popularize the music video. 
Given their massive fame and the physical 
impossibility of them touring everywhere 
at once, in the mid-’60s the Beatles 
released dozens of promotional videos 
combining their recorded songs with clips 
of the band performing. These videos 
became increasingly sophisticated in 
their use of cinematographic techniques, 
such as with “A Hard Day’s Night” in 
1964—which was also the title of the 
Beatles’ first full-length feature film. 
Through the ’60s and ’70s, many 
other artists and groups created 
promotional videos in lieu of touring. 
Queen’s “Bohemian Rhapsody” (1975) 
undeniably merits a mention as one of 
the most influential videos made for this 
purpose. Six minutes long and packed 
with special effects that were dazzling 
for its time, “Bohemian Rhapsody” 
prompted countless other artists to 
produce videos that could be aired on 
TV instead of making live appearances.
The true kickoff to the age of the 
music video commenced with the launch 
of MTV in 1981, an American television 
channel that aired music and music videos 
all day, every day. Directly in the spotlight, 
the medium of the music video became a 
prime arena for artistic expression, with 
big-name directors creating increasingly 
elaborate videos that often focused on 
a song’s story and message as much as 
the musical performance. This trend is 
most famously epitomized by Michael 
Jackson’s iconic 1983 “Thriller,” the 
14-minute music-video-horror-film 
directed by John Landis. “Thriller” came 
with a storyline and a $500,000 budget, 
and it left a phenomenal impact on the 
industry and audience expectations for 
what a music video might contain.
Through the ’80s, MTV flourished 
as an avenue for innovation in the 
industry, initially focusing on rock but 
soon branching into pop, rap, and other 
mainstream genres. Glitzy videos with 
high production value became a staple for 
major artists, and also as a primary factor 
in the success of many musicians. MTV’s 
primacy in music dropped considerably 
when its programming switched its focus 
to reality TV in 1992, but major directors 
continued to produce music videos as 
cinematographic works rather than just as 
visual accompaniments to audio tracks. 
The next revolution in music videos 
stemmed from the rise of the internet. 
YouTube’s launch in 2005 ushered in a 
new age of accessibility to videos, allowing 
for unprecedented levels of viewership 
and, correspondingly, experimentation 
in styles, such as the innovative, low-
budget, and phenomenally popular 
videos of OK Go. In 2009, giant record 
companies Universal Music Group and 
Sony Music Entertainment founded video 
service Vevo, rapidly becoming the most 
popular platform in North America for 
hosting music videos. Thanks to lucrative 
licensing deals, Vevo allowed record labels 
to make money through music video 
streaming—especially after the third 
record giant, Warner Music Group, joined 
Vevo in 2016, the videos of practically 
every major artist can be found on Vevo.
The internet has given music videos 
the power to reach billions of people 
on an international scale—currently, 
the most-viewed video on YouTube is 
Korean artist Psy’s “Gangnam Style,” with 
almost three billion views. Music videos 
today range from elaborate, lengthy 
masterpieces of film technique, to bold 
political statements, to low-budget pieces 
demonstrating down-to-earth simplicity 
and authenticity. The music video has 
become, in many ways, just as integral 
and iconic to a song as the music itself.
A note on history: Music videos through time
öö From the dawn of filmdom, to MTV, to the internet and beyond
Caroline Ho
Arts Editor
“The average piece of junk is probably more meaningful than 
our criticism designating it so.” These 
are the wise words of Anton Ego at the 
end of Ratatouille, and I hold them to 
be true. But, fortunately for us critics, 
Transformers: The Last Knight is not your 
average piece of junk. It’s exceptionally 
terrible—and not in a good way. 
The film carries on with Michael 
Bay’s Transformers tradition of being 
unnecessarily mean-spirited, poorly-
edited, and creepily glorifying of the 
American military, and it has the classic 
Bayformers overwrought drama, endless 
dialogue that doesn’t lead anywhere, a 
prestigious actor dedicated entirely to 
exposition, and incredibly bad character 
design for the robots. It does innovate, 
however, by adding a new terrible 
addition to the franchise: Recurring 
actors playing completely different 
characters. John Turturro returns to play 
his eccentric FBI/conspiracy theorist 
character, but also plays a drunk Merlin. 
The connection is never mentioned 
and it has no significance on the plot. 
And yes, Merlin is in this, along 
with King Arthur and the 12 Knights 
of the Round Table. They make friends 
with 12 Transformers, conveniently 
already in their own knightly order. So 
the Transformers help the Britons beat 
back an invasion by transforming into 
a three-headed dragon to defeat some 
conveniently unnamed enemy. And 
then everyone forgot about the direct 
alien intervention in a historical conflict 
and King Arthur passed into legend. 
Later, it’s revealed that Bumblebee and 
other Autobots were active in World 
War II and helped conquer Berlin. 
This is despite the fact that Bumblebee 
arrived on Earth 30 seconds into the 
first movie. Transformers: The Last 
Knight successfully killed the last shreds 
of continuity left in the franchise.
The plot completely flies in the face 
of the other movies and the dialogue is 
terrible. “But at least it’s fun, right? It’s a 
movie about robots with guns for hands 
who turn into cars! How could that be 
boring?” Well, Michael Bay somehow 
manages. It’s a real slog to get through. 
Everyone in the movie seems to hate 
being there, and something like that 
always transfers over to the audience.
This movie is just so flawed, in 
so, so many ways. All of the characters 
are hyper-aggressive, nasty, and petty, 
even old fatherly Optimus Prime. Peter 
Cullen tries his best, but the editing and 
script makes Optimus into a murdering 
psychopath devoid of leadership ability 
or morals. The acting from the humans is 
unbelievably boring and overblown, and 
Anthony Hopkins is completely wasted as 
a Stereotypical English Aristocrat. I can’t 
even recommend watching this movie 
ironically, and that’s saying something.
There are perhaps just two 
redeeming features in this godawful 
mess. The first is a robot butler named 
Cogman, and his design is so cool—lots 
of Elizabethan gold and silver with a 
sort of clockwork feel. His dialogue 
is obviously trash, but his CGI and 
movements are very realistic and he 
turns out to be a likeable guy. He’s the 
best new addition to the franchise. The 
second redeeming feature is that Shia 
LaBeouf ’s character is mysteriously killed 
off-screen between movies and it’s never 
mentioned, only passive-aggressively 
alluded to, so at least one problem with 
the series was fixed in this mess.
Greg Waldock
Staff Writer
Somehow, Transformers just got worse
öö ‘Transformers: The Last Knight’ film review
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The UBC Museum of Anthropology’s brand-new gallery highlights 
the history and continued resonance 
of First Nations art and artistry.
The Gallery of Northwest Coast 
Masterworks opened its doors to its 
first-ever exhibit, In a Different Light: 
Reflecting on Northwest Coast Art, on June 
22. The exhibit features over 110 objects 
and artworks, complemented by displays 
of text, light, sound, and video that 
connect a museumgoer to contemporary 
Indigenous artists and, through them, 
to the countless generations of First 
Nations peoples who shaped these 
artefacts and the culture behind them.
The physical space of the gallery itself 
is a marvel. A 210-square-metre room 
located in one corner of the Museum 
of Anthropology, the gallery gives an 
immediate impression of serenity and 
seclusion apart from the rest of the 
museum. The smaller, relatively dimly-lit 
space, far from feeling confining, exudes 
an immersive and personal atmosphere. 
Screens mounted on the walls and 
speakers throughout the room play video 
clips and interviews with contemporary 
artists talking about the process of 
creation and cultural celebration. The 
room also features swivelling chairs that 
are activated when a visitor sits down, 
intimately engaging them with audio clips.
The items in the exhibit are 
grouped around themes such as 
“declaring,” “embodying,” “transcending,” 
and “witnessing,” and the objects 
are accompanied with quotes from 
contemporary artists about the artists’ 
impressions and interpretations of 
the pieces. Reading their words in 
relation to the artefacts themselves 
imbues the viewer with a profound 
sense of chronological reach—these 
ancient artefacts are being continuously 
rediscovered, and interacting with 
the art gives new meaning both to the 
past and present understandings of 
Indigenous Northwest Coast culture.
The exhibit emphasizes the value 
of these artefacts, many of which serve 
dually as practical everyday items as well 
as pieces of incredible craftsmanship. 
For example, the spindle whorls were 
used for spinning wool, but they’re also 
very intricately carved with designs of 
people and animals. Fish hooks, daggers, 
needles, and a variety of other tools 
similarly demonstrate the merger of 
pragmatism and exquisite design. The 
tiny woven trinket baskets are particularly 
charming examples of artisanry. Some 
of these baskets are small enough to 
fit in the palm of a hand, and a viewer 
cannot fail to appreciate the skill and 
patience that must have gone into 
meticulously creating such delicate items. 
Perhaps the most impressive piece 
of the collection—and the one most 
demonstrative of the state-of-the-art 
gallery’s sleek design—is the over-200-
year-old Tsimshian wood painting 
displayed against one wall of the gallery. 
Having faded with age, most of the 
painting is indiscernible at a glance, and 
it looks merely like a four-meter-tall 
piece of cedar—but when visitors place 
a hand on a special sensor, the wooden 
planks become illuminated, and you can 
see the traces of the intricate painting 
outlined by the selective lighting.
However, the culture of the 
Northwest Coast peoples is far from 
being only visible as faded remnants. 
Thanks to the preservation efforts of 
anthropologists and the reimagining of 
contemporary artists, this culture remains 
alive and evolving. The gallery exhibit 
demonstrates that the peoples of the 
Northwest Coast continue to interact with, 
and bring light to, their art and heritage. 
UBC’s Museum of Anthropology is 
located, like the rest of the university’s 
Point Grey campus, on the unceded 
territory of the Musqueam people. 
The Museum has many more fantastic 
exhibits to showcase, with one of the 
most comprehensive collections of First 
Nations art and artefacts in the world, 
and its newest gallery is an invaluable 
addition to these other offerings. 
In a Different Light is scheduled to 
be on display until spring 2019.
Illuminating the history of 
the Northwest Coast
öö Museum of Anthropology unveils new gallery exhibit
Twenty years ago, we were introduced to the Boy Who Lived—the same 
boy who came to tremendously change 
the face of children’s literature.
June 26 marks the 20th 
anniversary of the publication of 
Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s 
Stone. Back in 1997, who could have 
guessed that this boarding-school-
fantasy novel, written by a first-time 
novelist from the UK, was going to 
become one of the biggest franchises 
ever, and a core cultural staple? 
The books have been translated 
into over 70 languages, and have 
sold hundreds of millions of copies 
worldwide, as well as each of the last 4 
books setting records as fastest-selling 
novels. The film series is just as huge, 
if not bigger—it’s the second highest-
grossing film series of all time, and 7 out 
of 8 of the main movies are on the list 
of the 50 highest-grossing films ever.
Beyond the statistics, you’d be hard-
pressed to find anyone this side of 30 
who’s never read a single Harry Potter 
book or watched any of the movies, 
and even then, they’d probably be at 
least somewhat familiar with the story’s 
premise. Harry Potter has ingrained 
itself into our culture, completely 
changing the immediate connotations 
of witchcraft and wizardry, introducing 
new sports and new vocabulary, and 
broadening our appreciation for the 
emotional depth of children’s literature.
I’m sure I wasn’t the only kid who 
might have been a little disappointed 
not to receive an invitation to a magical 
academy the year I turned 11, but the 
lack of a letter didn’t stop countless fans 
around the world from being drawn 
inexorably into the world of Harry and 
his friends. Year after year, we dove 
back into the wizarding world and the 
adventures of our beloved protagonists. 
The series did not publish a new novel 
every single year; nonetheless, the 
books were released regularly enough 
that a generation of readers got to 
grow up with Harry, watching him 
age and mature (including through 
those angry, awkward teen years).
Even after the final volume, Harry 
Potter and the Deathly Hallows, was 
published in 2007, our journey with 
Harry wasn’t over—we still had the 
rest of the movies to eagerly anticipate. 
Nor did the release of the Deathly 
Hallows: Part 2 film in 2011 mark 
the end of the franchise: the website 
Pottermore was launched in 2012; new 
spinoff prequel films are still being 
released; Universal Orlando Resort 
has a Wizarding World of Harry Potter 
theme park; and in many other aspects, 
the fandom is still very much thriving.
The story of Harry Potter has come 
to a close, but the legacy of the series 
is far from finished. It’s already been 
20 years, and at the same time, it’s only 
been 20 years. It seems inevitable that, 
even decades down the line, Harry 
Potter will still be recognized as a classic 
with an incredible cultural impact.
Caroline Ho
Arts Editor
Harry Potter turns 20
öö The legacy of a phenomenal  
   novel and film franchise
From detectives in film noir to sheriffs in westerns, law enforcement has 
played a substantial role in Hollywood 
productions. By the 1980s, police officers 
were established characters in a wide 
range of genres, reaching a pinnacle in 
1988. That year, Die Hard set a high bar 
for police-driven action films, while The 
Naked Gun: From the Files of Police Squad! 
created the mould from which almost 
every subsequent gag and pun-filled 
American cop comedy has been made.
The opening sequence sets the tone 
for the exaggerated style that the film 
employs to its maximal tolerable potential. 
America’s enemies gather in Lebanon at a 
secret meeting to plot a terrorist attack on 
the United States, but an LAPD lieutenant 
Frank Drebin breaks up the meeting 
to wipe the wine stain off Gorbachev’s 
forehead and to reveal the Ayatollah’s 
orange mohawk beneath his turban. 
This unabashed cultural insensitivity 
continues throughout the film.
The opening credit sequence 
features an entertaining POV of a police 
siren causing mayhem with dangerous 
driving (including a baffling roller coaster 
sequence) that is entertaining, but also 
subtly reminds you that police abuse 
of power can be a real phenomenon.
The film spoofs white male 
chauvinism when Drebin comforts 
the wife of his hospitalized partner, 
telling her that her husband’s 
attempted murderer is probably a 
black male or a jealous gay lover. 
Institutional racism and homophobia, 
all parodied in the same sentence.
Furthermore, the movie features some 
of the better puns in film, many of which 
play out during Drebin’s interactions with 
his love interest, such as when she invites 
him in for a nightcap and he replies: “No 
thank you, I don’t wear them,” and leaves.
The film is not without its weak 
points, however. Drebin’s narration of 
plot elements, including his thoughts 
about his love interest, are not only 
lacking in comedic value, but poor as 
moviemaking techniques in general. Later, 
the extended baseball sequence in the 
third act delivers few laughs as it drags 
towards the finale. Given the short run 
time of 1 hour and 25 minutes, however, 
these flaws are more than bearable.
In short, The Naked Gun manages to 
be a consistently entertaining comedy that 
ranks amongst the best of the genre. Its 
brand of humour has been unsuccessfully 
cloned by scores of Hollywood movies 
too numerous and undeserving to name. 
And, since it is available on Netflix, you 
have few valid excuses not to watch it.
A cop comedy not for 
those easily offended
öö A film review of ‘The Naked Gun:  
   From the Files of Police Squad!’
Jan Prchal
Columnist
Caroline Ho
Arts Editor
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Sometimes we all need a little help. If only we would listen to those who know better.
 Friday (2011) is a deck building game for 
one player designed by Friedemann Friese and 
published by Rio Grande Games. In the game, 
you play the literary character Friday as you 
attempt to teach the inept Robinson Crusoe 
skills to help him survive his island adventure. 
You win the game if you can get Crusoe through 
three stages and defeat two pirate ships.
 If you’re looking for a casual time waster like 
some form of advanced solitaire, this is not that 
game. There is a delicate balance that needs to be 
struck between winning to gain cards you want 
and losing to get rid of the cards that you don’t. 
Ironically, patience and common sense are the name 
of the game. You also need to pay attention to the 
end game goals and the pirates you will be facing, as 
they will affect your strategy throughout the game. 
 The game itself needs a little room to set up, as it 
has three draw piles and life points in addition to the 
play area. The rules can be a little hard to understand 
until you start playing, and you will need the 
instruction book nearby for the first game or two to 
understand how some of the card modifications work.
 The game is fun, but far from easy. If you’re 
into a challenging deck building game like 
Dominion and don’t always have your friends 
around to play, Friday is a great challenge.
Ed Appleby
Illustrator
Chairman of the Board: Stayin’ alive
öö ‘Friday’ board game review
For three months, everyone at the Other Press has been waiting for 20-year-
old New Zealand singer-songwriter Ella 
Yelich-O’Connor’s (a.k.a. Lorde) next 
album Melodrama to be released. Now, 
as of June 16, it is out, and all of us can 
finally listen to this much-awaited album.
In a note that the artist wrote 
in her bed, she describes the album 
as “Two years of breathlessness 
and hunger—A new sound. A new 
scene; A drink. A drumbeat,” and she 
hopes that you will “listen for every 
breath and broken heartstring.”
The album involves a series of 
breakups and hangovers, going back 
and forth throughout the record. 
Each time Lorde dates someone, 
she breaks up with the person, goes 
to a party, and has a hangover.
Melodrama begins with the first hit 
single from the album, “Green Light,” 
with its British pop sound. Just like the 
music video of the song, she breaks up 
with someone, goes to a club, dances 
on top of a van, and ends up on a bridge 
in the morning. In “Sober,” she has a 
night out with a boy, drinks liquor with 
lime, and they end up with hangovers, 
which is explained in the second part 
of the song, “Sober II (Melodrama).” 
She dates another boy in “The Louvre,” 
except that she upsets the people around 
her and she uses the famous museum 
as a metaphor for their situation.
The second hit single from the 
album, “Liability,” involves a boy 
breaking up with her because, he says, 
“You’re a little much for me.” “Loveless” 
sounds like background music and a 
transition between “Hard Feelings” 
and the second part of “Sober.”
In “Writer in the Dark,” Lorde 
sounds like singer Feist. Lorde dreams 
about a relationship in “Supercut,” and 
it is interesting that the song ends with 
the line, “We were wild and fluorescent, 
come home to my heart.” The album 
ends with the third hit single from the 
album, “Perfect Places,” which talks 
about Lorde trying to find perfect places 
due to all the bad that is happening in 
the world. She asks the question, “What 
the f**k are perfect places anyway?” The 
answer to her question is that perfect 
places are just that: perfect places.
With a running time of just over 40 
minutes, the album is short, but it has a 
lot to digest. Some of the songs on it have 
similar music to what Lorde used in her 
previous album Pure Heroine. Although 
the album does not have an explicit 
content warning, there are swear words 
in some of the songs, which means that 
we hear her swear in a song for the first 
time. Melodrama has a combination of 
the music that Lorde usually makes and 
British Pop music. The young singer/
songwriter had some help on the album, 
as Swedish singer Tove Lo partially wrote 
the song “Homemade Dynamite.”
When you find out what Lorde 
has been doing in the past two years, 
you will experience melodrama.
Breakups and hangovers in ‘Melodrama’
öö ‘Melodrama’ album review
Jerrison Oracion
Senior Columnist
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As the public sits with bated breath for the theatrical release of Valerian 
and the City of a Thousand Planets—
coming July 20—what many don’t 
realize is that the film is actually based 
off of a French graphic novel series 
from 1968. The Valérian and Laureline 
series is considered a classic among 
sci-fi aficionados, and with the movie 
looming, I decided now would be the 
perfect time to pick up the first volume in 
the series, The City of Shifting Waters.
Written by Pierre Cristin, the 
story was translated in 2010 by Jerome 
Saincantin. As an avid reader of German 
comics as well as Japanese and Korean 
manga, believe me when I tell you that 
a faulty translation can ruin even the 
best books. However, Saincantin’s work 
is near flawless. It correctly translates, 
and adapts when necessary, so that 
the story shines through in a way that 
is engaging and understandable. 
That being said, the plot is highly 
imaginative and campy, but in the 
best possible way. As agents looking 
to protect the Terran Empire, Valérian 
and Laureline are sent on a mission 
back in time to tangle with Xombul—a 
power-hungry egoist from their own 
time, looking to change the future.
My favourite part about this 
book was how funny it was. Despite 
the fact it is a translated work, the 
jokes and the charm are still there. 
The only pitfall that I can identify 
is that the art is very dated. Illustrated 
by Jean-Claude Mézières, the art is 
noticeably of its time aesthetically. For 
me, I don’t mind this as much. I happen 
to like the more classic style of hand-
drawn with heavy inks and bold lines, 
but I do know a few graphic novel/comic 
fans who dislike this, and who prefer the 
smoother stylization of a more modern 
approach, or the high detail of something 
reminiscent of the Golden Age.
In my opinion, this book is a definite 
must read, whether you’re into sci-fi or 
not. I think the appeal of the humour, 
coupled with the engaging story, make 
this a perfectly universal pick. So if you 
need a time-sink while you wait for the 
theatrical release, I would recommend 
getting your hands on a copy.
In anticipation of the upcoming prequel to Life is Strange, Life is Strange: Before 
the Storm, it is fitting to go back in time 
to review the first game in the series.
Based in the small seaside town 
of Arcadia Bay, Oregon, Life is Strange 
stars Max, an 18-year-old returning to 
her hometown only to find that the town 
that’s seemingly trapped in time has many 
secrets. Life is Strange is an interactive 
narrative game where your choices 
directly affect the storyline, but it has a 
twist—Max has the ability to rewind time. 
She discovers her powers as she reunites 
with her estranged best friend and the 
town’s teenage delinquent, Chloe Price. 
The game’s mechanics help enhance 
storytelling and provide relatively 
original ways to play a choice-based 
game. Although rewinding time may 
initially appear to lessen the weight of 
one’s choices, further into the story it is 
revealed that Max’s powers come with 
horrific limitations and are not always 
reliable. This allows the player to connect 
with Max, because her frustrations 
parallel yours as you begin to question 
whether you are doing more harm than 
good by interfering with time. Being able 
to rewind time also forces Life is Strange 
to abandon quick-time events altogether, 
which is often used in choice-based 
games to shoehorn in action sequences 
that are a staple of most games. By 
using the time reversal mechanic to get 
around obstacles, the gameplay becomes 
interactive and is a less traditional 
form of using puzzles in games. 
The story is what stuck out to me 
the most about Life is Strange. Although 
the pacing is somewhat slow in the 
first two episodes, the third and best 
episode—in my opinion—hits you like 
a brick wall. If you’ve only played the 
first two episodes and felt as if they were 
going nowhere, give the game another 
chance, because the story does accomplish 
what it sets out to do. All will be worth 
it in the end. For those who haven’t 
played the game and are interested in 
doing so now, it’s time to move on to the 
next article. I will be going into major 
spoiler territory from here on out. 
Although the characters are clear-cut 
tropes at the beginning of the game, all of 
the characters develop in some shape or 
form, making initial characters become 
more likeable—or at least sympathetic—
by the end of the story. Chloe and 
Max’s relationship in particular is what 
resonated with me the most. There were 
so many allusions to there being more 
between these characters than simply best 
friends, and I was deeply satisfied at the 
end when, due to my choices, they ended 
up being together romantically. I also 
loved that your seemingly minor choices 
made throughout the game paired Max up 
with either Chloe or Warren, who is Max’s 
friend from school. Regardless of who you 
chose to romance, or whether you kept 
Max single, her and Chloe’s relationship 
was so heartbreakingly believable that 
the ending made me grieve for weeks.
The only problem I had with the story 
is that there is very clearly one ending that 
makes sense for the storyline. Choosing to 
keep Chloe alive provides the player with 
a rushed ending that does not make sense 
after all of the world-building reinforcing 
the idea that no matter what the timeline 
is, Chloe will die, and if Max chooses to 
save her, she will be undoing the very 
fabric of reality. There is no indication 
that Chloe will not just continue to die 
over and over again, which would cause 
Max to have to save her indefinitely. 
The true and only ending gives depth 
and wraps up everything you have done 
leading up to it. The only solace you get 
is from what Chloe says: “Wherever I end 
up after this… in whatever reality… all of 
those moments between us were real, and 
they’ll always be ours.” Though this ending 
is harrowing, it is the one that lines up 
best with Max and Chloe’s prior wishes. 
Overall, Life is Strange is a game that 
I would recommend to anyone, no matter 
their skill level. This game reminds me 
about how pivotal our choices are, big or 
small, and the power we have in that.
Comic Corner: Learning from the past
The power of choices
öö ‘Valérian and Laureline: The City of Shifting Waters’ review
öö ‘Life is Strange’ video game review 
Brittney MacDonald
Life & Style Editor
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After a lacklustre year of hockey, the Vancouver Canucks have made it to the offseason. I’ll be looking 
at what they’ve done since the end of their season and 
grading it on a scale on 1–5, with 1 being the worst move 
imaginable, and 5 being a move that wins them a Stanley 
Cup.
Firing Willie Desjardins (2):
After the end of a tough season, the Canucks announced 
that they would be parting ways with fan-favourite coach 
Willie Desjardins. The emotional man shed a few tears, 
as did the fans who loved him, on his way out. From a 
spectator standpoint, letting go of Willie was awful. With 
not much to be hopeful about lately, the character and 
energy Desjardins brought to the organization will be 
sorely missed next year. Ticket numbers will prove that. 
From an organizational standpoint, the Canucks 
had reached an impasse at the end of this year. They 
had to decide to either rebuild, or to continue struggling 
as they were. After years of that struggle, it seems as if 
the Canucks have made the choice to part ways with 
sentimentalism and commit to a rebuild. Unfortunately, 
to do that, they wanted a fresh face in the locker room 
to symbolize the new era. This meant that Willie got the 
boot. It’s tough, but it’s understandable why he was let go. 
Hiring Travis Green (2):
I’ve always been one to promote the training and 
promotion of in-organization staff, but the Canucks 
hiring Travis Green as their head coach was a decision 
that left me shaking my head. Sure, the team is 
rebuilding, and yes, Green has had experience with the 
up-and-coming youth in Utica. However, if you take a 
moment to look at his numbers while coaching in Utica, 
you would see that Green has struggled to coach at an 
affiliate level. Utica has done worse in every season 
Green has coached them. Yes, there have been a number 
of outstanding rookies that have moved up the system, 
but that really speaks to the team’s stance on youth 
development. 
In that sense, Green is likely just a stepping stone. 
Perhaps he was hired to help the youth transition to the 
NHL level while the team is rebuilding, and the overall 
record really doesn’t matter. But in due time, when the 
Canucks are deemed competitive again, they will probably 
show Green the door.
The Canucks Draft Class (4)
Elias Pettersson (4): 
When the Canucks called Elias Pettersson’s name out at 
the NHL Rookie Draft, there were a number of confused 
fans. Why had they not taken the highly-rated defender 
Cody Glass? Well, let’s start out by looking at the kid from 
Europe, Pettersson.
Pettersson is from the familiar country of Sweden, 
where he plays professionally. As a centre, his style of play 
could be compared to that of Ryan Kesler—a hard two-
way forward with a lot to give. In terms of statistics alone, 
he put up 41 points in 43 games. Not bad.
Now take in the rest of the equation. Pettersson plays 
on Timrå IK in Sweden. It just so happens that his line 
partner and good friend is Canucks prospect Jonathan 
Dahlen, so there’s already chemistry there. He looked up 
to the Sedins growing up, and now has a chance to learn 
under them. That’s huge. He also has room to grow, and 
he will likely be allowed to play in Sweden for another year 
before making the jump overseas, which pairs perfectly 
with the Canucks rebuilding scheme. 
As for choosing Pettersson over Glass? It all has to 
do with the situation. Glass was ready for the NHL. He 
doesn’t need the minors for training; he’s ready now, and 
the Canucks just aren’t there. They don’t need a player 
who can make an immediate impact. They need multiple 
players who can make huge impacts down the road. A 
great pick by the Canucks here. 
Kole Lind (3.5)
It’s no surprise that the Canucks needed a winger, and 
they prioritized that position in the draft. With Jake 
Virtanen struggling to make the jump to the NHL, the 
Canucks needed other options. In comes Kole Lind. A 
Canadian out of Saskatchewan, Lind is a playmaking 
winger who can score and assist. A BC prospect, having 
played with the Kelowna Rockets in the WHL, Lind will 
eventually make a great addition to the Canucks. Like 
Pettersson, Lind is a pick for the future. Having just 
played one year with the Kelowna Rockets, it’s highly 
likely he’ll be sent back to the Rockets for another year 
before really having a chance to crack the Canucks roster. 
Jonah Gadjovich (3)
Look out, Jake Virtanen! There’s an angry shooter 
skating down your lane, and he’s shooting for your spot! 
Gadjovich is a talented two-way winger who can hit, skate, 
and score. He plays a very Alex Burrows-like role on his 
current team, Owen Sound Attack, and just recently came 
off a campaign where he scored 46 goals in 60 games. 
Make no mistake, this draft pick was very much a 
wake-up call to Jake Virtanen. Find your game, or we’ll 
find someone who can find it themselves. However, it 
could also just be a warning. Gadjovich has only had 
one successful season in three attempts. This could be 
a fluke breakout season, in which case he may drop to a 
third or fourth line role for the team. If he does pan out 
for the team, though, it’ll be scary to see both Virtanen 
and Gadjovich skating down the wings beside Horvat or 
Pettersson. 
Michael DiPietro (3.5)
Before you jump to conclusions, no, there is no relation 
to NHL con artist Rick DiPietro. However, similarly to 
Rick, Michael is a monster goalie in the little leagues. 
Tearing his way through the OHL with fantastic numbers, 
DiPietro still has tons of room to develop. More than 
anything, this was a backup pick. While Thatcher 
Demko’s season in Utica wasn’t necessarily bad, it wasn’t 
good. Now the Canucks have another prospect to be 
excited about when they inadvertently turn Demko into 
a goaltending god, then trade him to rot his career away 
with a garbage team. Yeah, I’m still upset about that. 
The rest of the draft (3)
The Canucks picked up defenseman Jack Rathbone, a 
player with real potential but who is still several years out, 
before turning to drafting for the present. They picked up 
Kristoffer Gunnarsson from Sweden, Petrus Palmu from 
the OHL, and Matthew Brassard. All three will have a 
chance to crack the roster before they are likely sent down 
to Utica for the year. While each has their own strengths 
and weaknesses, it’ll be interesting to see if any can crack 
that Canucks roster. I mean, the bar isn’t that high… 
Now all we can do is wait and see what free agency 
brings to the Canucks this summer. With the team finally 
committing to a rebuild, It’s curious what the team will 
put together to ensure that they don’t get blown of the 
water this year. 
The summer of discontent
Davie Wong
Sports Editor
öö Evaluating the Vancouver Canuck’s offseason moves
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Homoeroticism is defined as the sexual attraction between members of 
the same sex in environments that may 
be heteronormative or homophobic in 
nature. For this article, I will specifically 
be discussing male homoeroticism.
While the world has largely looked 
down upon homoeroticism, in the world 
of sports, it runs rampant. 
From Canadian hockey, to American 
football, soccer, wrestling, and rugby—you 
can just Google the keywords “homoerotic 
sports,” and you will find many images 
ranging from fluff to sexual. You can see a 
man giving another man a big kiss,  anda 
man getting straddled by another man 
as if they were demonstrating sexual 
positions. There are thousands of results, 
which are actually safe for work, including 
images, moving images (GIFs), and video 
clips of male athletes doing seemingly 
intimate or sexual actions. 
A notable example of an intimate 
display of homoeroticism was during 
the Everton vs Chelsea FA Cup in 
2016, when the Chelsea forward Diego 
Costa aggressively approached Everton 
midfielder Gareth Barry. The two were 
exhibiting a machismo type of demeanor 
with their chests out, attempting to taunt 
the opposing player. Costa tried giving 
Barry a head butt then Costa’s lips ended 
up on Barry’s neck like he was biting him. 
The football world was enraged because it 
appeared like an act of physical violence, 
which got Costa booted out of the field.
However, if you look at it from a 
different perspective, you could perceive it 
as a love bite, or an aggressively passionate 
kiss. Interestingly enough, Barry jumped 
to Costa’s defence when there were 
allegations that Costa bit Barry’s neck. 
Hyper masculinity could play a 
role in why such scenes in sports can be 
homoerotic. Especially when watching 
wrestling—not the scripted wrestling like 
we so often see on mainstream television, 
but real Olympic wrestling—you can see 
buff men in tight attire trying to tackle 
each other and end up in seemingly 
compromising positions. 
Homoeroticism is especially 
highlighted when you see their well-
defined bodies, or you see their junk 
ending up on their opponent’s butt 
and face. Watching these sports can be 
sexually arousing but more often than not, 
it’s also a way to appreciate and admire 
the male body. Seeing a man subtly 
kissing a man or slapping their butt—
with such actions not being subjected 
to homophobic remarks or disgust—is 
refreshing to see for men who love men, 
considering how rampant homophobia is 
in the world of male sports. 
A fairly recent 
research paper entitled 
“Out on the Fields,” 
which claims to be 
“the first international 
study on homophobia 
in sport,” surveyed 
around 9,500 people 
from mostly developed 
Western countries 
such as America, 
United Kingdom, 
Australia, Canada, 
Ireland, and New 
Zealand. According 
to the researchers’ 
final report, “80 per 
cent all participants and 82 per cent of 
[lesbian, gay, and bisexual] participants 
said they have witnessed or experienced 
homophobia in sport. More than half of 
the figures represent gay and bisexual 
men who have personally experienced 
homophobia.” Even in Canada, where 
same sex marriage has been legal for a 
long time, the researchers’ conclusion 
states that “Canada is no different” 
because “Canada had the highest number 
of gay male participants 
reporting 
physical 
assaults.”
It’s also 
not out of left field 
that managers—
specifically PR 
managers—will try to dissuade their 
star players from coming out, as it could 
damage the player’s reputation. This can 
also be supported by the aforementioned 
study’s findings that “49 per cent of 
gay men and 80 per cent of bisexual 
men stay in the closet” regarding “adult 
team sports.” Considering this, one can 
speculate that some of these male athletes 
demonstrating homoerotic 
gestures could be using 
sports to express their 
sexuality. 
Whether these 
homoerotic tendencies 
are intentional or 
unintentional, one thing 
is for sure: Male sports can 
get pretty hot. 
Homoeroticism in male sports
Carlos Bilan
Staff Writer
öö That’s so gay, bro, and I like it
It seems like so long ago, but Colin Kaepernick’s famous refusal to stand 
during the American national anthem only 
happened just last year. 
Kaepernick refused to stand during 
the American national anthem for the 
entirety of the 2016 NFL season, instead 
kneeling and raising a solitary fist to 
protest the unfair treatment of black 
people in America, specifically regarding 
police brutality and institutionalized 
racism. His actions were met with both 
controversy from many viewers, and praise 
from activists around the world.
The association between football and 
American patriotism played a large role in 
Kaepernick’s protest. For many Americans, 
refusing to honour the national anthem 
is tantamount to treason. After his first 
demonstration, many blogs sites and social 
media users even used “treason” to describe 
Kaepernick’s actions. US Supreme Court 
Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg described his 
protest as “dumb and disrespectful,” but 
apologized for her statement shortly after.
 Reportedly, Kaepernick faced a large 
amount of criticism from the NFL itself, as 
players and organization officials pressured 
him to apologize or resign. His ongoing 
protests may be a large factor in how he has 
continued to be unsigned as the NFL free-
agency period carries on.
However, the response was not 
universally negative. He received 
considerable praise and support from 
activist movement Black Lives Matter, as 
well as from prominent athletes around the 
world, including American soccer player 
Megan Rapinoe and many of Kaepernick’s 
fellow NFL players. He also gained vocal 
support from then-President Barack 
Obama, who said he was “exercising his 
constitutional right” and “generating 
conversation.”
Kaepernick created further 
controversy during the 2016 election, when 
he announced his refusal to vote for either 
Hillary Clinton or Donald Trump, on the 
grounds that regardless of the victor, “the 
system remains intact that oppresses 
people of colour,” and for his praise for 
Fidel Castro in regards to the structuring of 
the Cuban prison system. 
Many question whether Kaepernick 
will be on a team come the start of the 
season. Last year proved that he is still 
capable of playing at the NFL level, but 
teams may simply not be willing to take the 
PR risk by signing him. This could very well 
be the end of the line for the controversial 
quarterback. 
Colin Kaepernick’s historical 
protest and its controversy
Greg Waldock
 Staff Writer
öö A recap of Kaepernick’s tumultuous year as the free-agency period continues
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Society is very biased in its views 
towards who deserves public 
outrage and who does not. 
It is the difference between the 
outrage towards the Paris bombings 
or recent Manchester attacks versus 
the response to bombings that 
occur in Syria or other non-Western 
countries. I am not arguing that 
people shouldn’t be upset by the 
events that happened in Paris or 
Manchester, because they should 
be. I am simply pointing out a bias 
that our society has towards who 
deserves our Facebook photo being 
changed in honour, and who does 
not. 
Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie 
described this phenomenon best 
in her TEDtalk called “The danger 
of a single story.” She said that 
this phenomenon occurs when a 
country or a group of people are 
labelled as nothing more than 
sufferers or monsters. This is how 
Africans and Middle-Easterners 
are described in the media, and is 
also how sex workers are labelled 
in the Downtown Eastside (DTES). 
Apathy for those on the outskirts 
of “civilized” society is what allows 
for people to disregard atrocities 
that occur daily if a group of people 
is constantly deemed as victims or 
lesser-than. This also contributed 
to how at least 26 missing women 
went unnoticed when Robert Pickton 
murdered prostitutes in the ’90s to 
early ’00s.
I, too, had not previously put 
very much thought towards sex 
workers or their basic human rights. 
I failed to know that Indigenous and 
trans women are disproportionately 
represented in the DTES at the street 
level of sex work. I failed to know that 
some sex workers choose to work 
in the sex industry. I also failed to 
know that Davie Street sex workers 
of the ’60s to ’80s were displaced 
due to stigmatizations surrounding 
prostitution. This is what we do as a 
society; we remain ignorant to issues 
that do not affect the dominant 
culture. 
On September 16, 2016, a 
memorial on Jervis Street and near 
Davie Street was placed in honour 
of those who were unfairly displaced 
in the ’80s due to their work being 
considered immoral. Historically, 
Vancouver had a vibrant sex work 
community on Davie Street, where 
sex workers could safely work on the 
streets without the threat of violence, 
police intimidation, and hate-crimes. 
People within the community 
were accepting of those who were 
LGBTQ+ and people of colour 
before it became more popularized, 
were sex-positive feminists who felt 
empowered by their choice to sell 
sex, and were often in charge of 
their businesses at a time when the 
rest of society was only starting to 
diminish gender discrimination in the 
workplace. This all changed when sex 
workers were displaced from Davie 
Street and forced to work in either 
Mount Pleasant or the DTES. Laws 
were instilled that criminalized selling 
sex, and charged sex workers on 
Davie Street up to $28,000 in fines. 
Although this has changed since 
the introduction of the Protecting 
Communities and Exploited Persons 
Act in 2014, many sex workers are 
still subject to unsafe working 
environments due to the notion that 
sex work is not real work.
Sex work is routinely described 
as exploitative and as women 
“selling their bodies.” Not only is it 
not just women who are involved in 
prostitution, but not every sex worker 
is a trafficked human being. There is 
a huge difference between trafficked 
people who are coerced into sex 
work and two consenting adults 
who exchange money for sexual 
intercourse. 
The notion that a person—
specifically a woman—is selling 
their body demonstrates how 
fearful our society still is of sex and 
a women’s right to be a sexual. 
The stigmatization of sex work is 
another form of slut-shaming that, 
statistically, causes more women 
to be targeted by the police for 
prostitution charges than men. 
Jamie Lee Hamilton, a sex 
worker advocate for 45 years and 
former sex worker herself, stated in 
an interview with the Other Press 
that prostitution is “engaging in an 
exchange of services for financial 
compensation. You’re not selling your 
body, you’re selling your expertise, 
your skills, your compassion, and 
knowledge.” However, she also 
acknowledged that there are those 
who are pressured into sex work in 
order to survive. Often, these are 
street level sex workers who are the 
most at risk for exploitation and 
violence. But rather than stigmatizing 
these vulnerable persons or simply 
putting them on welfare, would it 
not be better to provide services 
that help them exit out of this line of 
work? Or decriminalizing prostitution 
outright in order to set up rules and 
regulations that keep sex workers 
safe? I believe so. 
Currently, Canada uses the 
Swedish model of prostitution, which 
is how the Protecting Communities 
and Exploited Persons Act (Bill C-36) 
arose out of 2014. The Swedish 
model aims to criminalize pimps 
and patrons, rather than prostitutes. 
However, if prostitutes work together 
or sell their services in the public 
sphere, they can still be subject to 
fines and charges. To put it in simpler 
terms, prostitution is still not allowed 
and sex workers can still be punished 
for trying to make a living. People 
who support this law aim to stop 
prostitution by discouraging buyers 
(the demand) from participating in 
the sex trade. Not only does this 
model perpetuate the idea that sex 
work is not legitimate work, but it 
also continues to put sex workers in 
dangerous positions. 
The law has succeeded in 
building tentative trust between 
sex workers and police, but now 
police are seen as a public nuisance 
because they drive away prostitutes’ 
clients. This causes sex workers to 
have less time to negotiate their 
terms with their clients, which can 
mean condoms and other forms of 
contraception will not be used. At 
the street level, sex workers have 
to quickly get into vehicles so their 
clients will not be fined and travel 
to areas they are unfamiliar with 
because the police have established 
a large presence at the DTES’ 
prostitution hubs, which puts them 
in vulnerable positions as they are 
further away from their turf, and 
therefore easier to exploit. Moreover, 
if sex workers are forced to work 
alone, they can be subjected to 
sexual and physical violence and do 
not have harm reduction strategies 
readily available, such as writing 
down a person’s licence plate if the 
client tries to do anything horrific, or 
simply having a presence that deters 
a client from trying to be abusive. A 
sense of community present at the 
time of the Davie Street red-light 
district is lost on the 21st century 
wave of prostitution, and though this 
law attempts to bring justice back to 
prostitutes, it fails to do so. 
The New Zealand model, in 
comparison, proposes the total 
decriminalization of sex work. 
Buyers of sex and sex workers alike 
would be able to participate in the 
exchange of sex for money without 
facing charges and fines thrown at 
them by police. Pimps and traffickers 
would still be criminalized, as they 
seek to exploit and coerce people 
into sex work. It would give sex 
workers the right to refuse work, 
get them unemployment insurance 
if they choose to exit the sex trade, 
and introduce laws and regulations 
that would help prostitutes stay 
safe physically, medically, and 
emotionally. Sex workers would be 
able to conduct work with dignity 
and safety in mind, because their 
work would finally be treated the 
same way that other work is. It would 
also enable sex workers to regain 
the community they once had, and 
it respects a person’s choice to 
consent as an adult to sexual activity 
in exchange for money. This model 
would directly affect street-based 
sex workers in the DTES, because 
they are the ones who are currently 
targeted under Bill C-36. As long as 
no one is being forced to have sex 
with someone, I fail to see what is so 
immoral about sex work or the New 
Zealand model. 
Although both the Swedish 
Model and the New Zealand model 
aim to help sex workers, only one of 
the two respects a person’s choice 
to be involved in the sex industry, 
and protects those who do not have 
many options for work. I genuinely 
do not believe that criminalizing 
the demand of sex work will slow 
down the supply. In fact, I believe 
it will only cause sex workers to go 
underground, which subjugates them 
to more exploitation and a higher 
likeliness for sex trafficking. 
Back to Adichie’s assertion that 
it is a society’s view of a group of 
people as victims or “the Other” 
that allows for apathy to be justified, 
and to make the assumption true. 
By stating that all sex work exploits 
women and should therefore be 
criminalized, sex workers become 
exploitable. By having police 
criminalize sex work, it causes 
distrust within the community and 
leads to prostitutes not turning to 
the VPD if their friends begin to go 
missing. This isn’t the only thing that 
keeps sex workers from turning to 
the VPD, Hamilton explained. “You 
don’t build trust by routinely going 
down into the DTES and arresting 
sex workers because they might have 
an outstanding warrant for failing to 
appear on possession of marijuana or 
shoplifting.”
This has already happened 
before in Vancouver. Every February 
14 there has been an annual 
Women’s Memorial March honouring 
those who have gone missing or 
been murdered. Many of them are 
sex workers in the DTES, and they 
are disproportionately Indigenous 
and trans women. I hope to see that 
in the future, we will be better at 
protecting those who are the most 
vulnerable and at-risk in our society, 
rather than simply allowing this 
resilient community to yet again fall 
into the cracks. 
I hope that there will be more 
organizations—such as the PACE 
society—available to help survival 
sex workers get out of seemingly 
impossible situations, and that the 
Red Umbrella March fighting for sex 
workers rights will eventually become 
unnecessary, because sex workers 
will already have rights equal to any 
other workers out there.
Red umbrellas and  
decriminalization
A discussion about sex work in the DTES
By Katie Czenczek, Contributor
The pink raindrops represent the 5–20 per cent of sex work 
that takes place on the street. (livingincommunity.ca)
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towards who deserves public 
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outrage towards the Paris bombings 
or recent Manchester attacks versus 
the response to bombings that 
occur in Syria or other non-Western 
countries. I am not arguing that 
people shouldn’t be upset by the 
events that happened in Paris or 
Manchester, because they should 
be. I am simply pointing out a bias 
that our society has towards who 
deserves our Facebook photo being 
changed in honour, and who does 
not. 
Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie 
described this phenomenon best 
in her TEDtalk called “The danger 
of a single story.” She said that 
this phenomenon occurs when a 
country or a group of people are 
labelled as nothing more than 
sufferers or monsters. This is how 
Africans and Middle-Easterners 
are described in the media, and is 
also how sex workers are labelled 
in the Downtown Eastside (DTES). 
Apathy for those on the outskirts 
of “civilized” society is what allows 
for people to disregard atrocities 
that occur daily if a group of people 
is constantly deemed as victims or 
lesser-than. This also contributed 
to how at least 26 missing women 
went unnoticed when Robert Pickton 
murdered prostitutes in the ’90s to 
early ’00s.
I, too, had not previously put 
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workers or their basic human rights. 
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trans women are disproportionately 
represented in the DTES at the street 
level of sex work. I failed to know that 
some sex workers choose to work 
in the sex industry. I also failed to 
know that Davie Street sex workers 
of the ’60s to ’80s were displaced 
due to stigmatizations surrounding 
prostitution. This is what we do as a 
society; we remain ignorant to issues 
that do not affect the dominant 
culture. 
On September 16, 2016, a 
memorial on Jervis Street and near 
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of those who were unfairly displaced 
in the ’80s due to their work being 
considered immoral. Historically, 
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streets without the threat of violence, 
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People within the community 
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LGBTQ+ and people of colour 
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were sex-positive feminists who felt 
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workers were displaced from Davie 
Street and forced to work in either 
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were instilled that criminalized selling 
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the introduction of the Protecting 
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still subject to unsafe working 
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dangerous positions. 
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building tentative trust between 
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because they drive away prostitutes’ 
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terms with their clients, which can 
mean condoms and other forms of 
contraception will not be used. At 
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to quickly get into vehicles so their 
clients will not be fined and travel 
to areas they are unfamiliar with 
because the police have established 
a large presence at the DTES’ 
prostitution hubs, which puts them 
in vulnerable positions as they are 
further away from their turf, and 
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alone, they can be subjected to 
sexual and physical violence and do 
not have harm reduction strategies 
readily available, such as writing 
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would be able to participate in the 
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consent as an adult to sexual activity 
in exchange for money. This model 
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and to make the assumption true. 
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exploitable. By having police 
criminalize sex work, it causes 
distrust within the community and 
leads to prostitutes not turning to 
the VPD if their friends begin to go 
missing. This isn’t the only thing that 
keeps sex workers from turning to 
the VPD, Hamilton explained. “You 
don’t build trust by routinely going 
down into the DTES and arresting 
sex workers because they might have 
an outstanding warrant for failing to 
appear on possession of marijuana or 
shoplifting.”
This has already happened 
before in Vancouver. Every February 
14 there has been an annual 
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those who have gone missing or 
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in the future, we will be better at 
protecting those who are the most 
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rather than simply allowing this 
resilient community to yet again fall 
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I hope that there will be more 
organizations—such as the PACE 
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sex workers get out of seemingly 
impossible situations, and that the 
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unnecessary, because sex workers 
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Royals women’s soccer recruiting review
öö CCAA Bronze medalists add eight to roster
When you look at national championship winning teams, one 
thing is immediately obvious: They’re 
always improving the talent on their 
roster. 
While this is mainly because CCAA 
winning programs will feed into the 
larger Usports program, there is a lot to 
say about adding youth to an aging team. 
Younger players push the veterans to 
always be at the top of their game, or the 
younger players may displace them and 
take their position. 
Going into the 2017–18 PACWEST 
soccer season, the Royals will once again 
have a lot to prove as they look to build on 
last year’s success. As is his speciality, head 
coach Chris Laxton has brought in a large 
group of eager women looking to test their 
skills at the next level. Let’s take a look at 
the recruits joining the Royals this fall: 
Sadaf Ataullah Baresh
5’5” Right Back/Winger
Afghanistan Women’s National Team 
(2016)
Port Moody Secondary, Port Moody 
Sadaf Ataullah Baresh is easily the most 
exciting addition the Royals have made 
this offseason. As the only member of 
the Royals to have experience on the 
international stage—and possibly the only 
player in the PACWEST to do so—Sadaf 
brings a level of maturity and skill that 
may elevate the team to the next level. 
Playing in the role of fullback, she 
boasts the ability and speed to contribute 
both up and down the field. The sidelines 
will be a much more dangerous place for 
the ball with Sadaf on the pitch. 
Neeraj Braich
5’2” Fullback
Surrey United SC
Queen Elizabeth Secondary, Surrey
Neeraj Braich may not be able to boast 
about being the tallest player on the pitch, 
but that won’t matter if you can’t catch 
her. This quick-footed fullback has the 
ability to contribute offensively as well as 
defensively. However, she will likely play 
a depth role on the team this year due 
to a surplus of players in the position of 
fullback, coming off the bench in times of 
need. 
Ashley Bristow
5’4” Fullback
Mountain United FC
Burnaby North Secondary, Burnaby
I covered Ashley’s commitment 
announcement earlier in the year. As I said 
in that article, Bristow comes in to the 
team to provide depth at a variety of areas 
on the field. Her versatility will help her 
pick up easy minutes, while her technical 
skills and speed will guide her through the 
season. 
Amanda Kristiansen
5’9” Forward/Midfielder
Coquitlam Metro-Ford Soccer Club 
(CMFSC)
Dr. Charles Best Secondary, Coquitlam
One of the big signings for the Royals 
this offseason was Amanda Kristiansen. 
Her ability to play up and down the field, 
as well as play an offensive role in any 
position, gives her quite the edge on the 
field. However, it’s her lethal touch that 
will make the difference for her and the 
team. No matter where this girl is, she can 
put the ball into the net. The Royals have 
potentially found their consistent striking 
threat. 
Even if Kristiansen doesn’t find 
herself in the starting 11 right away, she 
has the ability to come off the bench and 
make an explosive impact. Expect her 
to be a role player for the Royals in the 
coming years. 
Caitlin Limmayog-Danielson
5’2” Forward
Delta Coastal Selects
Johnston Heights Secondary, Surrey
Caitlin Limmayog-Danielson is another 
player coming into the Royals that has 
the ability to play in any position. Her 
versatility will be her key component as 
she will likely play a depth role for the 
Royals in the coming season. 
Martina Pettenon
5’7” Forward
Mountain United FC
Burnaby Mountain Secondary, 
Burnaby
Similarly to Ashley, I covered Martina’s 
commitment in an earlier article. She 
brings an array of technical and mental 
skills, which will really help amplify the 
Royals’ attacking presence on the field. 
She will likely come off the bench as a role 
player, bringing renewed energy and effort 
in every situation. 
Sneha Sandhu
5’6” Midfielder
Surrey Pegasus FC
Princess Margaret Secondary, Surrey
Sneha’s commitment to the Royals 
addresses a key area of focus: the midfield. 
In the past season, the Royals have lacked 
a midfield identity, but Sneha will help 
fix that. A hard-nosed player on the 
pitch, and an excellent teammate off the 
pitch, she has a work ethic that is hard to 
rival during games. She’ll likely improve 
under the tutelage of Michelle Wessa, 
who she will be groomed to slot in for 
once Michelle finishes her time in the 
PACWEST. 
Preet Thandi
5’6” Center Defender
Surrey Pegasus FC
Tamanawis Secondary, Surrey
The addition of Preet Thandi is an 
interesting one. The formal captain of the 
Surrey Pegasus FC 99 team will be a huge 
boon to the Royals’ backline. It’s likely 
she’ll make an immediate impact on the 
lineup. She will more than likely slot into 
the central defender role beside Sarah 
Strelau, so that Samantha Kell will move 
up to the midfield to control the team 
from there. Preet has the potential to be 
the defensive rock that the Royals need in 
the backline, and she could be what gives 
them that extra edge.
Davie Wong
Sports Editor
The Royals will once again have a lot to prove 
as they look to build on last year’s success.
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Summer is officially here! The sun is out and the weather forecast predicts 
that Vancouver could be experiencing 
historically high temperatures—damn 
you global warming!—so it’s definitely 
a life-saving idea to stay hydrated. 
You have probably heard of the 
“eight glasses a day” rule by now. It has 
become a common saying, but studies 
show that this is actually an urban myth. 
According to the Dietitians of Canada, 
“Three litres [of water] are required for 
men 19 years old and over each day and 
2.2 litres for women 19 years old and over 
each day.” However, this refers to fluids in 
general, meaning you have to also count 
the water contained in the food you eat. 
If you eat watermelon, drink soup, and 
consume food that contains water then 
the water content in that food is counted 
toward your required daily water intake.
In fact, if you drink more than you 
need—say, to satisfy the eight glasses 
a day rule—when you’re not thirsty, 
you can experience a fatal case of water 
poisoning. Doctor Frankie Philips 
of the British Diabetic Association 
told the Daily Mail that “drinking too 
much water too quickly—and we’re 
talking litres of water here, rather 
than cupfuls—can play havoc with the 
delicate balance of salts in the body.” 
While we all know that water is a 
basic necessity, this gift of nature is often 
taken for granted—especially in developed 
countries where there is a surplus of water. 
If you’re thirsty, you need to drink water or 
you could become dehydrated, especially 
if you turn to sugary juices or carbonated 
beverages, as too much sugar and caffeine 
will actually dehydrate you even more. 
So, what is the rule of thumb? 
Listen to your body. If you are 
thirsty then drink water, because 
your body definitely needs it. 
It is always good to have a large glass 
or bottle of water handy, because just 
having it around means you can always 
drink when your body is telling you you’re 
slightly thirsty. Another alternative is to 
use your thermos or big water bottle you 
bring to school at home as well. Just make 
sure you add ice! I find that ice cold water 
quenches my thirst easier than lukewarm 
water, and it’s more appealing to drink. 
Water is amazing and I hope that 
you will all stay hydrated this summer. 
Remember, water is your best friend! 
Why water is your best friend
öö Don’t ever take it for granted
Carlos Bilan
Staff Writer
If you have any RPG experience—or even if you don’t—the classic dragon 
hook will probably sound familiar. An 
evil dragon has stolen something valuable 
and now a ragtag party of adventurers 
must band together to go and slay the 
beast. It’s the basis to a lot of storylines. 
To be honest, it’s kind of played out, but 
that doesn’t mean dragons are doomed 
to serve only the uncreative. In fact, it 
opens up the door for you to really spice 
it up with our scaly foes... or friends? 
Instead of being the classic go to big 
baddie, perhaps the dragon the party is 
hired to slay is really just misunderstood. 
Throw in a welpling (baby dragon), 
and it becomes awfully justified as to 
why said dragon was stealing. If you 
enjoy intrigue, perhaps the dragon 
is a political target, or a distraction 
to keep powerful warriors occupied 
while other things are happening. 
If you are set on doing battle 
with a scaled monster, the party could 
unveil that the person that hired 
them to kill a dragon was 
another dragon vying for 
his rival’s territory. Perhaps 
even their treasure? 
Another twist along 
those lines is that the task 
given to the party was a lead 
up to a trap by their employer, secretly 
the dragon himself, hoping to lure 
away the guardians of the city in order 
to slay and then assault said city. 
One of my personal favourite 
classical twists goes off the 
good ol’ “Dragon stole the 
Princess” hook. While 
going to slay the dragon, 
the party learns 
that they were 
deceived by their 
employer. The 
dragon didn’t 
steal the princess. 
She ran off with 
him! The timing 
of the reveal is 
everything. Perhaps the team learns of it 
after the dragon has been slain, and the 
princess is devastated. Maybe they learn 
about it when they arrive and the situation 
changes from killing it to protecting it 
from a very angry mob of villagers.
No matter which way you twist the 
dragon’s tail, you’ll need to remember 
the most important thing. It’s a dragon. 
Dragons are smart, cunning, and beyond 
powerful. Not all are evil, but they 
inspire fear when they are discovered. 
However you decide to go about this 
classic, remember, the dragon is the 
epitome of this story. It doesn’t work if 
the dragon turns out to be a joke! Or 
maybe it does… Happy adventuring! 
RPG Hooks: The dragon
öö Spicing up a classic
Davie Wong
Sports Editor
As someone who self-identifies as a feminist, I cringe whenever 
I see people embracing theologies 
that claim to be “feminist,” but are 
actually thinly veiled racism, sexism, 
or any other kind of bigotry. 
It dilutes the meaning of the word 
“feminist,” and it propagates the crazy, 
hairy-legged, man-hating troll stereotype 
that puts so many young women and 
men off of calling themselves the “f” 
word. That’s not to say there’s something 
wrong with hairy legs—I support them 
thoroughly as an alternative for people 
who live in apartments or complexes 
where pets aren’t allowed. Recently, 
as the female perspective has been 
more prevalent in the media, I’ve seen 
“feminists” become more vocal about 
what their definition of feminism is—
and I haven’t always been impressed. 
Earlier in the year we saw the 
creation of Trans-exclusionary radical 
feminism (TERF), whose whole schtick 
is that they want to reduce the rights 
of trans-women because they weren’t 
born with a vagina, and therefore aren’t 
“pure” women. If this sounds a little 
off-putting, it’s because—as my very 
feminist boyfriend pointed out—“the last 
time someone used the term ‘pure’ in a 
socio-political context, they had a tiny 
moustache and tried to conquer Europe.” 
He’s really big into world history, closing 
the wage gap, and videos of pug puppies 
on the internet—it’s how we fell in love. 
More recently, I’ve seen an influx 
of people sharing this idea of  “White 
Feminism,” as defined as “a form 
of feminism that focus[es] on the 
struggles of well-off white women while 
failing to address the distinct forms of 
oppression faced by women of colour 
and women lacking other privileges.” 
Now on the surface, this definition 
sounds fairly solid and as though it could 
be a theory that plays well into the wide-
spread and widely accepted theology 
of feminist intersectionality. However, 
in practice this theory claims that 
white women, because they are racially 
privileged within Western societies, 
cannot claim to be discriminated 
against at all. Essentially, what it boils 
down to is that if you have any form 
of privilege, that privilege negates you 
from claiming discrimination—which is 
highly problematic. There are many ways 
in which a woman can be discriminated 
against beyond skin colour—they could 
be LGBTQ+, have a mental illness 
or a disability, or be lower class. 
This theory is localized to Western 
society, and ignores not only post-colonial 
feminist theory, but black feminism 
and intersectional feminism as well—it 
restricts “feminism” so that it can never 
be globalized. By denying the existence 
of varying levels of privileged, as well as 
the different social structures of other 
cultures, you prevent gender inequality 
being seen as a universal concern, 
which is very important, because if it 
is seen as a universal concern than it is 
seen as a higher priority to rectify it. 
I think my biggest issue with TERF 
and White Feminism is that they are so 
exclusionary. According to the United 
Nations, feminism is meant to promote 
equality for all—it isn’t meant to be seen 
as a game of one-upmanship. This type 
of attitude, where division is treated as 
a means of claiming who the biggest 
feminist is, isn’t helping anyone. What 
you’re doing is dividing our forces, when 
feminists need to be unified in our fight. 
It also creates confusion within the 
community. What “feminism” stands for 
becomes contradictory depending on what 
opinions you hear, and feminist portrayals 
in the media will reflect that, making the 
stereotype of a crazy, hairy-legged, man-
hating troll all that anyone will ever see.
Denying intersectionality
öö The division of ‘White Feminism’
Brittney MacDonald
Life & Style Editor
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 O Beauty on a Budget: Revlon Ultra HD Gel 
Lipstick 
 O Here come the beach bodies! 
 O Comparing local poutines
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As the sun sneaks its way past the clouds and that summer heat inches 
ever closer, a lot of you are probably 
looking to spend some time at the beach! 
Now I know what you’re thinking—I’m 
going swimming, so obviously my number 
one priority should be how fashionable 
is my bathing suit! No, you weren’t 
thinking that? Oh well. In any case, if 
you are in the market for a new swimsuit, 
here are some of the trends you’ll be 
seeing pop up in stores this summer!
The mono-kini is not going 
anywhere. For those of you absolutely in 
love with the resurgence of this bikini/
one piece hybrid, don’t worry—you’ll still 
see them everywhere! What differentiates 
a mono-kini from other bathing suit 
styles is that it will often by styled like a 
bikini; featuring fringe or tie details, while 
still having the safety and comfort of a 
piece of fabric over the belly. This style 
looks great on almost everyone; curvy 
girls will see their shape highlighted, 
creating a sexy silhouette, while this 
cut will create the illusion of curves 
for thinner or less shapely women. 
Extravagant ties will be a big thing 
for both men and women’s swimwear this 
season. Women will find that lace-up 
sides and criss-crossing straps over the 
cleavage and hips will be popular, while 
all genders can enjoy the fun of tassels, 
beads, and other decoration on their 
drawstrings, or as trim along the seams.
Linking in with the extravagant ties 
is the come-back of boho chic. Boho (or 
bohemian) styles will by hippie-fying 
your local swimshops. Expect to see a lot 
of earth tones and warm colours inspired 
by Indian or Bollywood fashions. 
Pattern-wise, you might not see a 
lot. As per boho chic rules, there will be 
some paisley prints—but the focus this 
year seems to be on strange textures, 
or textures outside of those common 
in swimwear. Obvious spandex and 
neoprene will be out the window, and 
instead you may find yourself in a sea of 
faux linen or faux suede. As such, expect 
a lot of swimsuits to rely on drawstring 
gathers, or be made with gathered hems. 
Lastly is the question of the cover-up. 
Cover-ups won’t be a huge thing this year. 
Instead, the fashion world has gone back 
to attempting to style their swimwear as 
a key component of an actual outfit. So 
if you want to remain on top the fashion 
world, stock up on your denim shorts 
and maxi skirts, as these will be the go-
to items for pre-swim/sun stylization.
Revlon’s Ultra HD Gel Lipstick recently released a few new shades, along 
with instructions on how to use two of 
them to do a gradient lipstick look. 
This look, which emulates the 
inner lip tint brought on by sucking on 
a cherry popsicle, has been popular in 
Korea for a long time, and many Western 
products have sought to match it. 
I bought the two shades used in the 
example, Sand and Rhubarb. Sand is a 
light pinkish-beige, while Rhubarb is a 
bold red. I’ve worn both separately, and 
they are beautiful shades in their own 
right. In fact, Sand might be my new 
go-to on days where I want to go very 
natural or wear a muted lip colour, and 
everyone who has seen it loves it. Rhubarb 
is the opposite—worn full coverage, it is 
bright and in your face, and even when I 
patted it to tone it down, it still made a 
statement. It is a great shade of true red, 
and it’s a fun colour for summer. On their 
own, both of these colours are winners.
On to the gradient lip. Sand is a 
beautiful base for the look, and I like 
that it gives my lips a fully made-up look 
compared to leaving the outer lips bare 
or with balm. Even though Rhubarb is so 
bold, it doesn’t look nearly as high impact 
when used for this purpose, and the 
combined colours nail the gradient look. 
If you need a guide on exactly where 
to place Rhubarb, that will be easy to find 
online, or you can refer to Revlon’s in-store 
signage, which has a step by step pictorial. 
I’d never really attempted this look in 
the past, but it was very easy to do, as the 
product blends incredibly well. Since I 
bought them, I’ve been wearing this style 
a lot, and it has really grown on me.  
In general, I’m very impressed with 
most aspects of these lipsticks. The gel 
formula and the style of the tube makes 
them easy to blend, and the gentle 
shine gives them a great, casual look for 
summer. The 15-colour lineup offers many 
options for solo wear, and the couple nice 
brights included—such as two purples, 
a bright pink, and a coral—would all be 
great substitutes for Rhubarb for the 
gradient lip if you want to experiment. 
My only complaint is the longevity, but 
it’s hard to ask that out of a light-weight 
gel formula. Regardless, Rhubarb leaves 
a light tint, so even without a recent 
application you keep the gradient look. 
I would recommend both of these, 
together or alone. I found them on sale 
at Shoppers for $7.99 down from $13.99, 
but London Drugs sells them for $11.99. 
Although there are cheaper drugstore 
lipsticks, I think these are definitely 
worth the price tag, but if they’re a 
little steep you can hold out for a sale. 
I would keep an eye on these and stock 
up—they’ll be a great summer staple!
Here come the beach bodies!
Beauty on a Budget: Revlon 
Ultra HD Gel Lipstick
öö A look at trending swimwear for summer 2017
öö Use these lightweight lipsticks to get Korea’s biggest lip look 
Lauren Kelly
Editor-in-Chief
Brittney MacDonald
Life & Style Editor
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#DOUGLIFE
Share your photos with us on Instagram using the hashtag #DougLife, 
for a chance to be featured in the paper! 
This week’s post is by @douglascollege
It’s the 150th anniversary of confederation and a lot of Canadians 
will be looking to celebrate by 
eating Canadian specific food. 
One popular and famous Canadian 
food is Quebec’s poutine! The dish is 
made of french fries, cheese curds, and 
gravy. It was so popular that it expanded 
to the rest of the country, including the 
Lower Mainland. While the ingredients 
are the same, various places make them 
very differently, so I set out to find the 
best poutine in the Lower Mainland!
Mcdonald’s
One of the places that started to offer 
poutine only recently is Mcdonald’s. It 
took a long time for their famous fries 
to be put together with cheese curds 
and gravy. It tastes like just that—fries 
with cheese curds and gravy. Although 
it tastes great, it is not the best poutine 
I’ve ever had, so my search continued.
Triple-O’s
The poutine available in the Triple-O’s 
in the cafeteria of the New Westminster 
Douglas College campus is one of the 
most popular items on the menu. It is 
made with local ingredients, including 
Kennebec potatoes. The french fries have 
a lot of flavour, and the cheese curds and 
the gravy are both very good. The cheese 
curds stretch a lot when melted, so that 
you have to pull it with your mouth to 
eat it. It makes it very fun and satisfying.
Spud Shack Potato Co.
The poutine place located a few blocks 
away from the New Westminster 
campus—in the SkyTrain station 
complex—is a place that a lot of 
students go to, especially during 
Half-Price Monday. The french fries 
in their poutine are cooked twice to 
make sure that they have the right 
amount of crunch. The cheese curds 
are not melted a lot, so they’re easy 
to eat. The gravy is not strong and it 
tastes great. They have a variety of 
poutine types, including my favourite: 
the pulled pork poutine, as well as 
some vegetarian and vegan options.
Smoke’s Poutinerie
Originally thought to only be available 
in Ontario, there is a Smoke’s Poutinerie 
on Granville Street. According to 
their slogan, they have been “clogging 
arteries since 2008,” and they tried 
to recreate the authentic poutine of 
Quebec. The french fries in their poutine 
taste and look like the fries from New 
York Fries. Also, their poutine has 
pepper, which adds a nice spice to it. 
Fritz
Fritz is a few blocks away from Smoke’s 
Poutinerie, on Davie Street. They offer 
European style fries and poutine. Their 
poutine is similar to  the poutine in 
Smoke’s Poutinerie, except that it has 
more spice to it from extra pepper. 
The french fries in their poutine are 
crunchy on the outside and fluffy in 
the inside. The cheese curds are very 
stretchy and the gravy is very rich. 
You can also put various toppings 
of your choice in your poutine.
In my opinion, our own Triple-
O’s has the best poutine—but 
don’t be afraid to try them all!
Comparing local 
poutines
Staying focused during the summer semester is hard—believe 
us, we know! We here at the OP find that music is the best 
way to express our feelings—mostly the longing we have to 
leave our desks and enjoy the sun. Honestly, you wouldn’t 
believe the number of times our staff has broken out in a 
perfectly choreographed interpretive dance number to “We 
Be Burnin’” by Sean Paul. I think it might have happened 
once—or that might have been a fever dream I had… In any 
case, here are the songs that we’ve had playing on repeat!
Head Over Heels by Tears for Fears (Aaron)
Supermarket Flowers by Ed Sheeran (Analyn)
Star of the County Down by The Chieftains (Ed)
Taipei Person/Allah Tea by Stone Sour (Caroline)
Making Love to Canada by Ivan Hrvatska (Lauren K.)
New Rules by Dua Lipa (Carlos)
The Chain by Fleetwood Mac (Brittney)
Brittney MacDonald
Life and Style Editor
otherplaylistthe
Jerrison Oracion
Senior Columnist
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Have an idea for a story? 
 opinions@theotherpress.ca
 O Stop erasing bisexuals
 O Colonialism 150
And more!
Oh, the wonderful world of movie reboots. At times they 
can offer nostalgic reinterpretations 
of films from our childhood that are 
adapted to a modern audience…. 
or they are absolute garbage. 
Before I get into what makes a good 
reboot, we need to differentiate between 
a remake, sequel, and reboot. Remakes 
are when a (usually) old film is brought 
to a new audience where most of the plot, 
characters, and setting remain the same. 
Sequels are the follow-up to a story, and 
there are often returning characters. The 
plot needs to line up with the first film, 
but preferably does not completely imitate 
it. Movie reboots are neither remakes nor 
sequels. They are the complete revival of 
a previous character or world, where new 
actors are brought into the mix along 
with new stories. Nolan’s Dark Knight 
trilogy would count as a reboot when 
compared to the 1989 Batman. For all 
of the Michael Keatons and Christian 
Bales of the world, it can be absolutely 
fascinating to revamp a seemingly closed 
film or TV series by giving it an entirely 
new direction. Alternatively, they just 
cause heartbreak and disappointment 
to the hard-core fan base. 
Now that that’s been cleared up, let’s 
get into what makes a good movie reboot. 
First, we must discuss how it ruins a film 
to crush a writer and director’s vision all 
for the sake of maintaining the status 
quo. Movie reboots are not supposed 
to be about completely copying every 
single detail the previous movie had. 
They are supposed to go off the beaten 
trail to find a way to revive a series that 
already has five different interpretations 
of how a main character should act, or 
what they should look like. The reason 
that any series reboot works is hinged 
on whether there has been a noticeable 
change in plot, how the character is 
viewed, and the antagonist. However, 
everything cannot be completely changed 
or else the story will alienate fans of the 
“original” series. Mad Max: Fury Road 
does this the right way by introducing 
new and interesting characters, while 
still keeping to the same twisted and 
dystopian world. New and old fans 
alike can enjoy the new movie without 
feeling like it completely ripped off the 
first film or made it unrecognizable. 
Another huge error that goes 
overlooked in film is rebooting a franchise 
that has not been dormant for very 
long. From the Spider-Man series to the 
Amazing Spider-Man series to this year’s 
Spider-Man: Homecoming, there has been 
only a 15-year span between the three 
reboots. This is only a problem if the 
upcoming film allows for it to be. Where 
Amazing Spider-Man crumbled was that 
it went into Peter Parker’s origin story just 
as Spider-Man did, while adding nothing 
that made the origin story seem worth 
retelling. The origin story may have been 
important to recreate if there was a 20-
year gap in order to introduce the story 
to new fans, but within such a short span 
of time it was needless. This differs from 
Spider-Man: Homecoming. From what we 
know thus far about the upcoming movie, 
they do not relive Uncle Ben’s death 
scene, and pick up with a more seasoned 
Peter Parker, when he has been Spider-
Man for longer. This gives me hope that 
there will finally be a Spider-Man that 
is beloved by hard-core comic fans and 
causal superhero movie lovers alike. Also, 
Tom Holland is arguably the first Spider-
Man to actually look like a teenage boy. 
Whether or not producers of a 
movie remake are just trying to make 
a quick dollar by using a character’s 
famous name or not, the least they 
could do is ensure that the movies they 
reboot are well-written and original, 
and provide a new way of looking at a 
character. This is why it is pivotal that 
writers and directors have agency when 
creating reboots.  Hugh Jackman’s 
goodbye to X-Men is a testament to 
the need of supporting artistic vision. 
Though Logan can be considered part 
of the X-Men franchise, the way this 
film brought Wolverine into a new light 
allowed for character development 
not seen in the previous films. He was 
centered, humanized, and not simply 
an action hero with cool one-liners. 
With all of the movie reboots 
that are happening, all I can ask is 
that they take more time to really 
delve into a world or character. That 
way, a story’s—and character’s—full 
potential can be seen, original or not.
öö What makes themsuck or not suck 
What is the deal with movie reboots? 
Katie Czenczek
Contributor
Public transit is my salvation. My commute is one of the only spaces I 
can relax before going to class or work. It 
is my time to listen to music or catch up 
on reading. It is like a safe space where 
I don’t have to talk to or try to impress 
anyone. I can just put my headphones 
in, bury myself in a book, and make my 
commute. This is why it is so awful and 
annoying when strange men approach me 
and intrude on that space by attempting 
to hit on me, even though I am clearly 
not interested. I am not looking for a 
date; I am just trying to get to home. 
Public transit is not a social event 
or a place to get dates, so stop treating 
it as such. The bus is not a place I get 
all dressed up to go to in the hopes 
someone will ask me out. It’s literally 
just how I get around. I didn’t ask 
to have an hour long commute. 
Isn’t it some sort of social code that 
transit commuters just leave each other 
alone? It is an invasion of my privacy 
when strangers attempt to talk to me 
on public transit if I am either in the 
middle of a book or listening to music, or 
even staring wistfully out the window. 
The bus especially is not the place 
to try and hit on people. It’s awkward 
for everyone when I have to reject you in 
front of some 20 or so fellow commuters 
who are probably eavesdropping on 
our conversation, and you will have 
no one to blame but yourself.
The idea of meeting someone on the 
bus may be romantic to some people, but 
it comes off as a little desperate and very 
creepy. I can’t think of a less attractive 
place to be hit on than public transit. It 
can often get uncomfortable. Some guys 
are so aggressive and persistent about 
getting your number that it can put you 
in an awkward position. You might be 
too scared to reject and feel inclined to 
give out your number just so they leave 
you alone, which can put you in a lot of 
danger. But unfortunately, sometimes 
this is the only way to get rid of them. 
Bars, parties, Tinder, these are 
places where it would be okay to ask for a 
number. The public transportation system 
is exactly what it sounds like—it’s solely 
for public transport, not a place to get 
dates. The next time you find yourself 
thinking about asking the person next to 
you on the bus for their number, don’t.
öö Commute dispute 
Public transit is the worst 
place to hit on people
Jessica Berget
Staff Writer
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Texting or instant messaging is an amazing form of communication, 
which is made possible thanks to 
technology. While it is nice—and 
technologically possible—to receive a text 
back immediately, there are times that this 
simply cannot happen. 
For instance, if a person is busy, 
then they should not feel obligated to 
respond immediately. The lack of response 
could leave one anxious and jumping 
to conclusions, thinking “Is this person 
ignoring me on purpose?” This could 
be the case depending on the context 
of the text, especially when it comes to 
risky texts. However, there is a higher 
probability that the person is most likely 
just busy or otherwise occupied with 
something that is preventing them from 
texting back immediately.
When I instant message people, 
I sometimes have to stop replying in 
order to address an urgent errand. This 
errand can potentially last a long time. 
Sometimes I have the time to say “be right 
back” but sometimes I don’t. It should 
be expected that when a person stops 
replying in a middle of a conversation, that 
something popped up that is preventing 
them from replying. Don’t send a double 
text like “You there?” when it happens, 
because the person is most likely not 
there. 
If the matter you are texting about is 
really urgent or an emergency, then you 
should give the person a call. However, 
you must also realise that the person may 
literally not be available to take your call. 
In that case, leave them a voice mail or 
turn back to texting. If it’s on a topic that 
isn’t time sensitive, don’t be upset if the 
conversation stops in the middle, or the 
person stops replying for a while, and 
don’t get stressed out if you are not able to 
respond immediately, either.
If the person did not reply on 
purpose, then there must be a bigger 
reason behind it. Perhaps  you two 
aren’t close enough to be having such a 
conversation, or the person might have 
interpreted it as a text that did not really 
need a response. You must remember that 
people need their personal space, and that 
applies to instant messaging.
Texting is amazing, but you have to 
consider the opposite party’s circumstance 
and how you both have lives outside of 
message bubbles.
öö People have lives and you must acknowledge that
You’re not obligated to 
text back immediately 
Carlos Bilan
Staff Writer 
We don’t vote for politicians, we vote for policies and 
ideas enacted and represented by 
specific individuals and parties.
However, politics is all about 
personality. Perhaps the most 
important part of the business is 
commanding respect towards oneself. 
Politicians can be and frequently 
are brought down by scandals.
In the 2016 Presidential election, 
both major candidates’ personalities 
played a larger role than anything 
else. Donald Trump and Hillary 
Clinton were both extremely popular 
and recognizable before they ran 
for president. Both were also well-
known for being absolutely loathed 
by not only members of the opposing 
party, but by quite a few of their own. 
Both were considered hypocritical, 
untrustworthy, unstable, and corrupt. 
For many voters, the decision came 
down to which one they hated less. 
Clinton’s campaign, particularly 
in the later months, ran a progressive 
agenda. Among the biggest promises 
were making university free to most 
students and raising the minimum 
wage across the country to $15 an hour. 
Other policies included simply being 
less racist or prejudiced in general, 
and advancing human rights instead 
of repressing them. Of course, despite 
these factors, Clinton’s public image 
and scandals contributed to her 
not winning the presidency. Voters 
(particularly in swing states where the 
results mattered more) just couldn’t 
handle the idea of Clinton in office. On 
the reverse side, Republicans united 
around a candidate they hated. Many 
of his voters couldn’t stand Donald 
Trump, but they needed a leader who 
represented right-wing ideology, and 
he was the one they got. Conservatives 
united around a candidate they hated, 
sometimes liberals need to do the same. 
The 2017 UK general election 
featured a similar situation. Theresa 
May, a Conservative Prime Minister 
appointed—not elected—to the 
position, faced off against maverick 
Jeremy Corbyn. Leader of the Labour 
party, Corbyn’s lifelong leftism and 
activism came off as radical to many 
voters. Severely unpopular amongst 
Labour members, many believed he 
was killing their chances of victory. 
Labour and Corbyn instead pulled off 
a massive surprise, having their largest 
seat gain in years and leaving May 
barely clinging to power. UK voters 
learned the lesson the US didn’t: policy 
is what’s most important to a party. 
People weren’t voting for Corbyn; 
they were voting for a Labour policy 
that included a future “for the many,” 
according to the campaign slogan. 
Our own home was not immune 
to these issues on both sides of the 
spectrum. Christy Clark may be the 
most detested BC Premier to date. Her 
voters supported the BC Liberal policies 
that had carried the province for the last 
16 years. By contrast, John Horgan was 
seen as a new face and untested leader. 
Even Green Party Andrew Weaver, who 
now forms a coalition with Horgan, 
distrusted the candidate. During the 
campaign, when faced with a possible 
coalition, Weaver described Horgan 
as “temperamental” and expressed 
concerns he’d be difficult to work with. 
Despite the fact that the BC Green Party 
policies are much more similar to the 
BC NDP—particularly in environmental 
stances—Weaver’s concerns about the 
candidate leader were (at the time) 
enough to sway undecided voters.
It doesn’t matter who’s in power. 
What matters is voting in candidates 
who represent ideals we want, even 
if they have a “temperament.” All 
politicians are human, and all will 
be subject to scandals and mistakes, 
but it’s what they will get done once 
in power that matters most.
Cazzy Lewchuk
Opinions Editor
öö Policies are more important than the people enacting them
Ideology matters more than 
the leader and candidates
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I see maple leaves and beavers in shop windows, and I reflect on the 
achievements of men like Wilfred Laurier 
and women like Nellie McClung. 
I reflect on the hospitable Canadian 
spirit. 
I reflect on the suffering of Indigenous 
people.
Life has never been the same since 
colonialists made first contact on the 
Atlantic coast. They called us Indians for 
centuries, even though they were quick to 
discover that they did not, if fact, land in 
India. Still, despite the increasing intrusion 
of Europeans, we were consulted about 
the ways of the land. We were valuable as 
allies. We were somewhat included in pre-
Confederation conventions, like the Royal 
Proclamation of 1763. 
Confederation in 1867 marks a 
change in all that. We were not consulted 
on how our ancestral land was used and 
divided. There are no Indigenous names 
in the documents that made way for the 
Dominion of Canada. Instead, Indigenous 
people received the Indian Act of 1876. 
You’d think such an act was going to 
protect Indigenous people. Wrong. Wrong, 
wrong, wrong. It was the beginning of what 
would be generations of cultural genocide.
This great nation took children 
from their families. They were placed in 
religious schools where they would be 
beaten and molested. They would be 
punished for using their languages and for 
speaking their names. 
This great nation prohibited traditions 
like potlatch. Rather than allow great 
feasts, it turns out our founding fathers 
much preferred we starve. After being 
evicted from what the government saw 
as prime settlements, they told us they 
would feed us and teach us to farm. Those 
who could farm faced sanctions when they 
succeeded. Those who were not successful 
were told to work harder when they asked 
for food.
They disenfranchised us whenever 
they could. Native women lost their status 
when they married non-native men. First 
Nations could not vote or achieve a higher 
education without renouncing their 
heritage. 
The Metis and the Inuit were barely 
recognized at all. My great-great-great-
great grandfather, a Red River Metis 
revolutionary named Elzear Goulet, was 
stoned by settlers and drowned in a river 
as he tried to swim away. His crime was 
standing up to Thomas Scott and the 
government that was trying to take away 
his home. His wife and children were 
bought out of their home with a small 
scrip. They were desperate for all the help 
they could get, but they still received better 
than what so many First Nations people 
did.
You may say, “Yes, but that was over 50 
years ago. Our government doesn’t do that 
anymore.”
So what about our murdered and 
missing women and the families that are 
still looking for answers from an inquiry? 
Or the reserves without clean drinking 
water? The residents of the Downtown 
Eastside who have lost their way after 
multi-generational trauma? 
An apology from the Pope and 
Stephen Harper doesn’t fix this. Pierre 
Trudeau tried to meet erasure with erasure 
with the White Paper. Justin Trudeau’s 
appropriation of Indigenous culture 
and empty campaign promises has left 
us bitter and critical yet again. A small 
section on residential schools in a high 
school textbook has little impact on non-
Indigenous Canadians.
You cannot persecute us for centuries 
and expect us to get over it with a few 
apologies. There has been a haunting lack 
of Indigenous presence in the last 150 years 
of Canadian history. There has been great 
injustice not only for Indigenous people, 
but for those who came from China, 
Japan, India, and other non-European 
backgrounds. None of us are celebrated 
in Canada 150, but brushed aside as a dark 
history full of white guilt that our leaders 
don’t want to remember. 
For our sake, and for the sake of our 
successors, I hope that the next 150 years 
are better.
Colonialism 150
öö An Indigenous perspective on this Canada Day
Mercedes Deutscher
News Editor
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A recent meme has turned the Babadook, a ghost-like metaphor 
for depression from the movie of the 
same title, into a flamboyant gay pride 
icon. Instead of haunting settlements, 
he’s now at peace with his identity and 
preparing the world to be Baba-shook! 
One aspect of the meme suggests 
that the “B” in “LGBT” stands for 
Babadook. While the image of a spectre 
in rainbows is hilarious, it feels a little 
like yet another example of erasing the 
bisexuals in the LGBTQ+ community. 
Bisexual erasure is the systematic practice 
of removing bisexuals from inclusion, 
including ignoring their presence 
or even denying their existence. 
Bisexuals frequently find themselves 
ostracized by both the LGBTQ+ and 
straight community. They are minorities 
and face the same prejudice gays/
lesbians do, but still have differences that 
alienate from the LGBTQ+. A bisexual 
woman with her male partner will 
stick out amongst a group of lesbians 
with their female partners, and it can 
lead to resentment and internalized 
prejudice. When bisexual people are in 
an opposite-gender relationship, their 
LGBTQ+ identity is seen as hidden.  
Despite bisexuals obviously existing 
in society, there’s a disturbing trend to 
discredit their existence entirely. Many 
feel they are just confused about their 
identity and are really just deviating from 
their true homosexual or heterosexual 
preference. I will never understand 
why so many continue to question the 
existence and truth of bisexual people’s 
preferences. Do you really think every 
single bisexual person is faking it? Is 
it really that impossible to believe that 
someone can like two different things?
Media representation greatly 
contributes to bi-erasure. So many TV 
shows feature characters that have dated 
members of both sexes, but are later 
clarified to actually be gay or straight. 
A female character may have dated a 
woman at some point, but goes on to be 
with men and her bisexuality is never 
referenced again. Sometimes lines 
even indicate the character was just 
“confused,” or otherwise not bisexual. 
A woman who has only been 
involved with men in her life but 
identifies as bisexual is still a bisexual. 
A man who has only dated other 
men in his life but still identifies as 
bi is not gay, he’s bi. An opposite-sex 
relationship does not make someone 
any less a member of the community. 
As we become more open and 
diverse with gender and sexual 
identity, bisexuality continues to be 
an afterthought, or removed entirely 
from the spectrum. An inclusive 
LGBTQ+ community should be 
open to the sexualities of all who 
do not experience heterosexuality, 
no matter how they identify. 
Stop questioning and denying the 
sexuality of bisexuals. Stop pretending 
you know more about their own identities 
and preferences than they do. It would 
be unacceptable to suggest to a gay 
person that they’re just confused about 
who they prefer. Why are bisexuals 
faced with such treatment, particularly 
among their own queer communities?
öö Bi-erasure is a serious problem, everywhere
Stop erasing bisexuals 
Cazzy Lewchuk
Opinions Editor
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Humour
Have an idea for a story? 
 humour@theotherpress.ca
 O Prime Minister won’t leave teen gradu-
ates alone
 O TransLink rollercoaster ‘SkyTrain’ receives 
negative reviews
 O The Game of Names
And more!
You have never lived in a small town, ever. Not even close. So you simply 
had no true understanding of the phrases 
“one-horse town” or “a town with one 
traffic light” until you came here.
Does a single street constitute a 
town? You have no idea. You aren’t sure 
if you want to know. All you do know is 
that when you first arrived and asked your 
friend about a shop at the other end of this 
three-block street, they said “I don’t get 
downtown too often.” You laughed, then.
Today, you find yourself telling 
that same friend that you’re heading 
“into town,” referring to av shop three 
minutes away from where you’re 
staying. One block over. “I’m heading 
into town.” What have you become?
The people here all seem to know 
you—not only that, they know why 
you’re here and what you do without 
you ever having told them. There’s only 
one contract job offered here during the 
summer. The population size of this place 
is small enough that one can connect 
the dots: New face, summertime, must 
be on contract with the local theatre 
company. They know intimate details 
about your work and who you are as a 
person before ever knowing your name.
That’s another thing, a cultural hurdle 
you have yet to clear. Where you come 
from, you indicate respect for fellow human 
beings with polite disinterest. “Hello, how 
are you?” is not a question, it’s a pleasantry, 
meant to be asked with only the slightest 
touch of eye contact, and responded to 
with “Alright, you?” “Fine.” It’s an exchange 
you’ve had many times over, a series of 
nothing words you recite in your sleep.
Here, the answer to “how are 
you” changes with every passing day, 
introducing a horrifically random 
element. You find out the lady at the 
sushi place just had her nails done, the 
woman working in the chocolate shop 
is attending a local college with one of 
your coworkers, the man who lives in 
a small shack in the forest speaks to 
rocks and has a gift for landscaping. 
By the second week in this town, 
the baristas know your coffee order by 
heart. You’re not sure you even know 
your coffee order as well as they do.
You always assumed the “small 
town where no one locks their doors” 
was some kind of metaphor, until you 
experienced it for yourself. You could walk 
into any house in town; no one locks their 
doors. You’re not prone to kleptomania 
or a fan of trespassing, but the fact that 
you could do this is starting to conflate 
dangerously with wanting to do this.
In one of your first weeks here, a 
coworker said their car was broken into. 
You thought, “Of course it was, because 
no one locks their damn doors.”
Before you could voice this 
thought, they explained that their 
car was broken into by a bear.
You are not bear aware. You can’t 
remember if you’re supposed to play dead, 
or act large and aggressive, or both. A false 
move in either direction could result in 
your untimely demise. It’s concerning. 
Your final day in this small town 
arrives. You find yourself dropping by the 
sushi place to admire the lady’s new nails, 
exchanging jokes and pleasantries with 
the barista who knows your coffee order by 
heart, saying a fond farewell to the cat that 
sits on the lawn by the library, dropping in 
to the chocolate shop to wish the woman 
behind the counter luck on her studies. 
This town has two thrift stores, two liquor 
stores, one drug store, one grocery store, 
one café, one Subway, one chocolate shop, 
one kitchen shop, one sushi restaurant, 
one Thai food restaurant. Three, four bars, 
including the one in the hotel. A crepe 
restaurant you’ve never been to. A post 
office, a library. One street, three blocks.
You think, I never did go downtown 
much. It doesn’t even occur to you that 
your standards for what constitutes a 
“downtown” have drastically shifted. 
It’s definitely time to go home.
Small town gothic
öö The place where everyone knows your name…
Rebecca Peterson
Humour Editor
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It seems as though Justin Trudeau just can’t leave his glory days behind him. 
The Prime Minister was spotted 
last month photobombing a graduation 
photoshoot along the seawall, and has 
since shown up uninvited to every grad 
event the high school students have 
thrown. 
“It was kind of cool at first like, 
‘whoa it’s the Prime Minister’ and all, 
but now it’s just getting creepy,” said 
Jenni Knotapearson, a student at Fayck 
Secondary School. “He keeps saying 
that his friend Ron invited him, but no 
one knows of a Ron in our grad class.”
The Other Press has learned from 
sources that Trudeau arrived at the 
grad class’ camping trip shortly after 
their prom night. While everyone who 
finished high school that year was 
invited to attend (along with guests), 
many students were skeptical of 
Trudeau’s place at the campsite. 
“He just rolled up in his super 
fancy car and started playing his music 
really loudly,” recalled camper James 
Kortenbaur. “He said something along 
the lines of this ‘not being his first 
rodeo,’ and that we should learn how to 
party from his example.”
The leader of the federal Liberal 
Party then allegedly called up some 
friends, and, before the high schoolers 
could voice their opposition, many 
members of the cabinet proceeded 
to crash what was supposed to be a 
sentimental grad weekend. 
“It just sucks, right, because this 
was supposed to be the last time that 
we all get to hang out together before 
everyone goes off to college, but now 
Harjit Sajjan won’t give up his spot at 
the beer pong table and Marc Garneau 
keeps telling everyone we should move 
to a better campsite,” said Kortenbaur. 
“Whenever we ask Trudeau to get his 
friends out of here all he says is ‘alright, 
alright, alright,’ but then does nothing. 
What kind of an answer is that?”
The situation arose shortly 
after Trudeau found his way into the 
celebratory aftergrad that the graduates 
were attending, with many reports 
stating that he hopped the back fence 
to get in. 
“My older brother wanted to come 
to the aftergrad too, because he thought 
it would be funny for him to attend,” 
Kortenbaur said in an interview. “He 
decided against it because he thought 
it might be too weird for him to be 
there. I wish that certain leaders of the 
Canadian government would have come 
to a similar realization.” 
It is unclear how long Trudeau 
and pals remained at the party, though 
some in attendance claim that they 
saw him driving away in a 1970 Chevy 
Chevelle SS, blasting Foghat’s hit song 
“Slow Ride.”
Chandler Walter 
Assistant Editor
Prime Minister won’t leave 
teen graduates alone
öö Justin Trudeau crashes high school grad photos, post-grad events, and grad camping
New reports have come to light indicating that the bankers 
responsible for the 2009 economic 
recession and housing crisis were, at 
the time, 6 14-year-olds dressed up 
as adults. This confirms long-held 
suspicions that millennials are the 
cause of the current economic crisis, 
and perhaps all crises past and present.
These bankers reportedly caused 
the collapse by tapping away at 
their phones for hours when they 
were supposed to be interacting 
with people at the New York Stock 
Exchange, where the housing market is 
located. Their failure to pay attention 
to their surroundings caused the 
entire system to enter into rapid 
decline, once again proving the folly 
of youths and their smartphones.
The discovery comes hot on the 
heels of other accusations against 
those aged 20–30, with the young 
adults being held responsible for the 
economic hardships of the video rental 
industry, the cable companies, local 
grocers, and the post office. These 
accusations have been vehemently 
denied by millennials the world over, 
in Facebook posts and increasingly 
bitter student newspaper articles. 
Despite these protests, however, the 
world at large is grateful for a scapegoat 
that isn’t financially stable enough to 
defend themselves at political rallies 
or in issues of the Wall Street Journal.
“If they just learned to pull 
themselves up by the bootstraps, this 
country wouldn’t be going to hell,” 
said David Macintosh, a Seattle man 
who seemingly isn’t aware that it’s 
physically impossible to pick yourself 
up by bootstraps. His sentiment 
has been repeated across North 
America and beyond as the contempt 
for younger generations increases, 
coincidentally aligning with economic 
and environmental disasters decades 
in the making. How exactly millennials 
are responsible for events set into 
motion long before their birth is 
difficult to understand, but scientists at 
Harvard are working hard on new and 
innovative ways to blame young people 
for the melting ice caps, geopolitical 
tensions in the Middle-East, and 
Columbia shuttle disaster of 2003. 
“Most of this research is based 
around people playing too much 
Pokémon Go, the cause of all global 
problems, along with liberalism,” saidxz 
Ben Garrison, right-wing newspaper 
comic artist and avid fan of “news” sites 
such as InfoWars. “They’re too plugged 
into their machines to get good, healthy 
jobs, like coal mining or cow rustling.”
The six accused “bankers” have 
been tracked down to a single two-
bedroom basement suite in Surrey, 
where they’ve been living for the 
past eight years blowing all their 
income on frivolous things such as 
not being homeless, instead of being 
responsible adults and contributing 
to the consumer economy by buying 
luxury items like diamonds.
Greg Waldock
Staff Writer
Millennials disguised as bankers 
responsible for 2009 economic recession
öö Despite being 14 at the time, young people are finally blamed for the housing crash
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It is a question that has been on the mind of most anthropologists for 
the last few years. Why are names 
like Peter, Jessica, and Bobby being 
passed over for the likes of Taylin, 
Kolbie, and Rashzel? Apparently, noted 
anthropologist Dr. Watts Izname thinks 
he may have found the answer.
 “It was a very interesting conundrum,” 
Dr. Izname informed the Other Press in an 
interview. “Classical naming conventions 
of the past few decades have attempted to 
stay within familial or cultural traditions. 
With the recent proliferation of pop 
culture as part of the mainstream media, 
there have been many children named 
after characters in film and television. For 
example, in 2008 we had an upswing of 
children named Jacob and Edward during 
the height of the Twilight franchise, or the 
recent popularity of names such as Arya, 
Tyrion or Khaleesi from Game of Thrones.”
 It was 
pointed out at 
this point in the 
interview that 
“Khaleesi” is a 
title, not a name.
 “I know, 
right? People are 
such idiots,” Dr. 
Izname exclaimed. 
“And now they’re just 
making up nonsensical 
jumbles of letters that 
might sound like some 
kind of name if you tried 
to pronounce it with a 
mouth full of hazelnuts.”
 Bunny Muffington—
new mother and basic white 
girl—had a different opinion.
 “I think creativity is very 
important when naming your 
child. Everyone has such boring names 
and my daughter is her own special flower 
who needs a name that is hers alone.”
 Muffington 
was then asked how 
she comes up with 
her children’s 
unique names. 
 
“Oh, I’m not that creative. I 
just go to UniqueNames.com 
like all of my friends do.”
 Looking into the website and talking 
to a few other new mothers, 
the Other Press discovered 
that many of them have been 
using UniqueNames.com. 
We contacted the host of 
the site to ask him how he felt 
about being the premier source 
for baby names in 2017. The host 
has asked to remain anonymous, 
but gave the following statement:
 “What!?!” Are you crazy? 
This site is for generating fantasy 
names for novels and roleplaying 
games. People are using this to 
name their kids? What the f...?”
 Ms. Muffington isn’t swayed by 
this. “I don’t really care where the 
names came from. All that matters is 
that my beautiful twins ‘Krymsin’ and 
‘Xantos the destroyer’ have names as 
unique and wonderful as they are.”
öö Rash of unpronounceable baby names 
linked to fantasy name generator 
The Game of Names
Ed Appleby
Illustrator
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Excitement was at an all-time high this Friday when TransLink finally 
opened their long-awaited thrill ride 
called the “SkyTrain” to the general public. 
Despite the initial enthusiasm, it was 
only after the first 20 minutes that the 
rollercoaster had been deemed a flop, an 
impressive new record for TransLink.
“It’s just so lame,” said Ruby 
Wednesday, a passenger who had just 
finished her first ride. “It moves for a while 
and then just slows down and stops at 
random intervals, sometimes as long as 
15 minutes. Everyone looked so bored. It’s 
not much of a roller coaster. No one was 
screaming or whooping or waving their 
arms in the air. All of the other passengers 
were looking at each other like, ‘This is 
it? I paid $2.75 for this dumb ride?’”
Besides being incredibly lame, 
another cause for concern is the safety 
of the new “SkyTrain” ride. The bold 
decision to omit seatbelts has attracted 
the attention of adrenaline junkies 
from all over the Lower Mainland, 
but is now the most problematic 
and dangerous aspect of the ride. 
“It’s weird that they don’t have 
seatbelts but let young children on 
this ride,” said one patron of the new 
attraction. “It’s dangerous!  When 
that ride gets going and all you have 
to hold onto is a pole, someone’s 
bound to get hurt. One woman even 
brought her baby in a stroller on 
board. That can’t be safe for anyone.” 
Also questionable is the route 
and longevity of the ride. Instead of 
the at most 10 minute loop of a basic 
rollercoaster, TransLink has taken a 
different angle, something that confused 
and annoyed many passengers.
“I thought it was taking me back 
to the very beginning,” shouted Guy 
Angery, a recent rider. “Now I am 
20 kilometres away from my house 
and I don’t have any more money 
to ride it again. Also, it’s called the 
“SkyTrain” but it went underground. 
We barely made it into the sky!”
Not helping with the already 
horrendous publicity, one train car 
got stuck on the tracks for three 
hours. Transit security responded by 
administering fines to everyone on 
board for their expired tickets while 
they were still stuck on the ride.
TransLink rollercoaster ‘SkyTrain’ 
receives negative reviews
öö Thrill seekers not impressed with new ride
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